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Years Minneapolis’ Jack Baker and Mike 
McConnell have been married, the lon¬ 
gest of any gay couple in the U.S 

46 

Percentage of fired Minnesota cops who 
reclaimed their jobs due to arbitrators’ 
rulings over the past five years 


90 

Days in jail hockey mom Jennifer Crosbie 
received for embezzling $36,000 from 
her son’s Coon Rapids youth program 

$235 

The average cost for a family 
of four to attend a Major 
League Baseball game 


“I expect to very soon see a live televised 
stage production of It's Springtime for 
Hitler, starring Kevin Sorbo, James Woods, 
Jon Voigt, and Chuck Woolery. It will of 
course be on Fox News and will be 
produced in Branson, Missouri.” 

Reader Charles Ritt responds to “Min¬ 
nesota Hercules Kevin Sorbo weighs in 
on the ‘grab ’em by the pussy’ debate 3 
years late,” at citypages.com. 
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THE AMERICAN REFUGEE COMMITTEE, 

a Minneapolis nonprofit, delivers health 
care to 1.5 million people a year. It also runs 
camps providing respite to those fleeing war, 
persecution, and famine. But it would prefer 
not to use the word “refugee” anymore. 
When it launched 40 years ago, that word 
evoked compassion. Yet as the country 
increasingly experiments with heartlessness, 
“refugee” for many has become synony¬ 
mous with fear, scary religions, and the even 
scarier pigmentation of the guy next door. 
So the committee is changing its name 
to Alight. While it may be confused for a 
gas company or a new weight-loss drink, 
such is the price we pay when we steel our 
hearts to the suffering of those whose only 
wish is life in tranquility. 
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her and her friends for 

‘SHOPPING WHILE BLACK’ 
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BLOTTER 


THE STA N 
OF ST. CLOUD 

New York Times exposes Minnesota’s 
anti-Somali epicenter 


T here are a few ways to get 
your hometown splashed 
across the pages of the New 
York Times. But an article 
painting St. Cloud as fearful 
and refugee-hating is probably not the 
most coveted. 

A front-page story last week included a 
string of baffling vignettes, each portray¬ 
ing white residents airing their distrust 
and even disgust with Somali refugees 
who have settled in town. 

They viewed the newcomers as 
‘'innately less intelligent than the ‘typical’ 
American citizen,” a looming threat to 
“replace” white people, and most sinis- 
terly, “not from Norway.” One unnamed 
woman “bemoaned” sections of the city 
taken over by Somalis, where white 


people were simply 
too uncomfortable to 
return. 

“‘They were just—’ 
she said, searching 
for the words to 
describe the offend¬ 
ing behavior of the 
Somali Americans. 

‘They were just walk¬ 
ing around.’” 

Social media was quickly aflutter. 
Some were horrified. Some thought it 
was an unfair smear of a diverse, hard¬ 
working town based on the opinions of 
a vocal few. 

“I don’t think it’s reflective of the 
community,” Mayor Dave Kleis says. 
He invited the reporter to return to get 




/ocfd ^ 




I 


a broader read and “balance” some of 
the rhetoric. 

This article comes three years after 
a City Pages piece called St. Cloud “the 
worst place in Minnesota to be Somali,” 
and included horror stories from Somali 
residents about being yelled at on the 
streets, finding pig entrails festooned 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


across doorways to Somali-owned shops, 
and kids coming home red-eyed and 
exhausted after a day of being bullied 
at school. 

That same year. This American Life 
did a feature on just how mainstream 
belief in St. Cloud was that it should stop 
accepting immigrants, -hannah jones 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF TIM SCOTT 



How Minnesota’s weirdest game show made it 
to prime time in the eariy ’00s 

CHARLIE GILLMER 


IT*S SPRING, 1995- A handful of people file into Bryant-Lake 
Bowl’s tiny theater to watch a pilot for Let’s Bowl. Through the 
magic of film, the audience is transported just a few feet away to 
the venue’s bowling lanes. 

The host is Ernie Wilson (John Brady), a smarmy, chain-smoking, 
Hugh Hefner t5rpe. He introduces the crew: affable musical director 
Trip Stevenson (Drew Jansen); the Prize Twins, two women with big 
hair, sashes, and tiaras; and play-by-play man Steve ‘"Chopper” Sedahl. 

Then color commentator Wally Bungherdt (Rich Kronfeld) shows 
up. He’s awkward and frantic, gripping the microphone of his 
headset, nervously rocking back and forth. He announces that the 
bowling alley gave him “a stool that’s just killing my ass to sit on.” 

The show proclaims that people are competing for big wins. The 
bowling commences. The two bowlers, “J.R. from Minneapolis” 
and “Mark from Brooklyn Park,” aren’t very good. J.R. repeatedly 
bounces his ball down the lane. 

Wally can’t stop laughing about how “Mark from Brooklyn Park” 
rhymes, and he makes a few dated “who shot J.R.?” jokes. “He’s 
got the concentration, but he doesn’t have the skill,” he says of J.R., 
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COURTESY OF TIM SCOTT 


whom he accidentally refers to as Mark. 
Steve also screws up a few calls, often sug¬ 
gesting that a roll looks good only to have 
it knock down a few pins. 

The bowlers finish with a score of 123 
to 118. Mark from Brooklyn Park wins. 
Butch Todd (Nick Schenk), a creepy slob 
in tattered coveralls, brings him his prize: 
a 2.5-gallon jug of laundry detergent. Tak¬ 
ing second place, J.R. scores a four-pound 
can of Starkist tuna. 

This was the pilot for a show that would 
eventually make it all the way to primetime 
on Comedy Central. But first, it needed to 
make it to a public access channel. 


REWIND BACK TO 1986. Tim Scott was 
working on Bowlerama, a Twin Cities- 
based show that pit serious local bowlers 
against each other for humble prizes like 
Schmidt beer coolers. While Scott didn’t 
care much for bowling, the gig would send 
him down a path. ‘T did like the idea of 
a bowling show that wasn’t straight and 
was more like a comedy,” he says. 

A few years later, he was on his way to 
finding his cast. Scott had landed a job as 
a contributing writer on Mystery Science 
Theatre 3000. Joel Hodgson, the star of 
that show, invited him to a party at Rich 
Kronfeld’s house, where he would find 
his leading man. 

At the time, Kronfeld was known 
about town for playing “Dr. Sphincter” 
on Tightline, a local cable access show. The 


Lisa Given, Rick Kronfeid, Steve Sedahi, 
Amanda Brewer Vaiiey, and Drew Jansen 


character was a repressed, angry, ultra- 
right-wing fanatic who would interview 
guests, typically a fake author, in the style 
of an intellectual talk show that would 
eventually devolve into relentless grilling. 

“It was kind of like Stephen Colbert’s 
show, except it was with this real extreme 
kind of character,” says Kronfeld. 

Tightline and Dr. Sphincter caught on 
locally. The Twin Cities Reader voted 
it the best locally produced show of 
1990, and in a 1992 issue of City Pages 
Jim Walsh called Sphincter “the king 
of cable comedy.” 

“I thought Dr. Sphincter [would make] 
a great bowling commentator,” says Scott. 
‘We both gravitated toward the imperfect, 
fiawed, odd, troubled, dark characters in 
life. The ugly and the strange.” 

Kronfeld was on board right away. 
While Dr. Sphincter’s politics didn’t make 
it into his new character, Wally Bungherdt 
Cater renamed Wally Hotvedt), the voice 
and the intensity did. 

Next, Wally needed a straight man. 
On-air personality Steve Sedahi, whom 
Scott had met while working at Cable 
Value Network, was their guy. From there, 
Scott hired a musician (Drew Jansen, an 
MST3K writer and a musical director 
at Brave New Workshop), a host (John 
Brady), and a writer (Nick Schenk). 
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with the crew coming together, they 
now needed a location to shoot the pilot. 
Scott talked with Danny Schmitz at Bryant- 
Lake Bowl and convinced him to let them 
film at the venue and screen the pilot in 
their theater. 

While the reception was positive at that 
test screening, it would be two more years 
before more Lefs Bowl episodes were made. 
The next step would be to raise funds. 

During that time, Scott continued to 
work on the project. He found a more 
permanent film location at Stahl House 
Lanes in St. Paul, scored use of the TV 
truck that handled St. Paul Saints games, 
and secured funds through a sponsorship 
deal with Special Export beer. 

Now that they had more cash, Scott 
was able to bring the crew back for new 
episodes. A few minor changes were made, 
too. Since filming the pilot, Brady had 
moved to L.A., and Jansen’s character was 
renamed Ernie. The ‘Trize Twins” became 
the “Queen Pins.” The extra money also 
allowed for musical guests, including the 
VibroChamps and Interstate Judy. There 
was also money for a new segment, called 
“Inside Bowling.” 

“Tnside Bowling,’ to me, was really 
the heart of it,” says Sedahl. 

Some “Inside Bowling” segments looked 
into the bowling world or went behind 
the scenes. Sometimes they had noth¬ 
ing to do with either of those things; one 
skit reflected on Wally’s time in Flock of 
Seagulls while another was a montage 
following the two commentators as they 
terrorized the city on Halloween. 

The most notorious “Inside Bowling” 
segment was the one where Wally and 
Steve demonstrated how to properly dis¬ 
pose of a bowling ball. Methods included 
throwing the ball in a ditch, painting it 
like a soccer ball, throwing it in a lake, 
and putting it on a neighbor’s sewer vent. 

Segments like these really let Kronfeld 
go wild as Wally, where he would do things 
like fight people on the street, eat an entire 
sheet cake, or destroy the bathroom while 
touring a bowling-shoe factory. 

“Kronfeld would nail that every time,” 
says Scott. “He could do that range of 
sad, pitiful, desperate, angry, and flying 
off the handle.” 

Jansen also got to demonstrate his chops 
in one of the show’s most beloved bits, 
“The Many Loves of Ernie Jansen.” 

“They rented this huge house out in 
Eden Prairie or somewhere in that area, 
and they had this woman, an artist from 
Excelsior named Phyllis Weiner, of all 
things, and they decided that she was 
my sugar mama,” he recalls. 

In the skit, Ernie shares all the things 
he loves in his life, including his new 
wife, his new SUV, his turquoise rocks, 
his spoon collection, the traps he sets up 
in his backyard, and his voiceover work 
for adult videos. The segment ended with 
a passionate makeout session. 


In these new episodes, the show was 
also more creative with the competition 
part. There was an episode where two 
convicts, watched very closely by guards, 
bowled against each other for prizes they 
had no chance of using. First place was 
dinner for two at Old Country Buffet, and 
second place was 20 pounds of spuds. 

In another episode, a regular guy and a 
dude dressed as a gladiator bowled against 
each other—and no one acknowledged the 
gladiator’s attire. Another had a 6-year- 
old kid bowling against a professional. 

The bigger budget also meant they 
could add a mascot. 

“We searched for the worst costume 
we could And,” remembers Scott. 

What they found was a pig costume. 
No funny bits or cutesy details, just a pig. 

To All the costume, they recruited 
Matt Sarazine, whose mom, Berni, 
worked behind the scenes on the show. 
“We don’t care,” Scott told Sarazine of 
his job duties. “Just walk around in the 
background. Don’t even do an 5 Thing that 
remotely looks like a mascot. Sit around, 
walk in the frame, and just stand there 
motionless, like a ghost.” 

When Scott took these episodes to 
channel 23, original home ofMSTSK, he 
was turned away. Next, he tried KXLI, 
channel 41. The station agreed to air the 
program if they could keep the revenue 
from 10 commercial spots. 

Now that Let's Bowl was an actual 
television show, they needed to And an 
audience. They decided to try some tech- 
sawy promotions. 

“The internet at that time was very 
new, but I went out and I got the domain 
letsbowl.com,” says Sedahl. 

A superfandom soon formed. A fan club, 
dubbed the Alley Cats, helped build a 
community around the program. Viewers 
could also talk to Scott directly; the phone 
number displayed during episodes was 
actually his home number. Scott says the 
messages left on his answering machine 
were mostly positive, though he’d occa¬ 
sionally get something along the lines of, 
“If I meet you I’m going to punch you 
in the face.” 

After building up a catalog of seven 
episodes on channel 41, Scott and Kro¬ 
nfeld began pitching to bigger networks. 
They took the show to Comedy Central, 
HBO, and others, but no one was willing 
to buy it. 

Not ready to give up yet, they found 
another pitch they could make. Nate Dun- 
gan, frontman of the band Trailer Trash, 
had previously helped the show secure 
advertisers. He knew of a big opportunity: 
The media wing of the Anheuser-Busch 
corporation was coming to the Twin Cit¬ 
ies to meet with radio and TV stations to 
figure out their advertising for the year. 

Since Special Export had been helpful 
through their early episodes, the Lefs Bowl 
crew were hopeful that Busch could pro- 
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Nothing but HEMP 




How Nothing But Hemp remains the best source for top-quality CBD 

In the new and expanding field of CBD products in Minnesota and the U.S. generally, finding a 
source for quality products can be a challenge. 

As more and more people use CBD for their needs, like pain relief, anxiety and epilepsy, they also 
find it more imperative to have trust in the products they turn to. Here’s how Nothing But Hemp 
ensures the quality that makes it Minnesota’s leading CBD supplier. 

For Nothing But Hemp’s CEO, Steven Brown, the process of selecting products is paramount. 

He soys the highest quality products ore essential to keeping trust with his loyal customers and 
building it with newcomers to CBD. 

Brown said when he looks for new products to carry at Nothing But Hemp, he first examines the 
industry-proven, award-winning brands. 

Many of the brands the chain carries ore cannabis industry award-winners, but a form-to-table 
customer experience is also important, Steven said. That’s why suppliers who cultivate their own 
hemp for products feature so prominently in the Nothing But Hemp lineup. 

Accreditation is another method Brown relies on to seek only the best the CBD industry offers. The 
brands Nothing But Hemp works with are oil verified at each release of o new botch of products 
by certified third-party analysis lobs. 

“This is about product safety,” Brown said. 

These lobs ore certified under both ISO-IEC, on international business accountability standard 
used by the government, and the Perry-Johnson laboratory certification system. 

Lobs with these credentials create detailed reports on the connabinoid contents of CBD prod¬ 
ucts. These natural compounds include THC, TERRENES, CBD, CBC, CBG, CBN, THC, CBD-A and 
CBG-A. 

Different connabinoid levels occur in different amounts in CBD products, but these tests also 
expose whether a product contains any pesticides that may hove contacted the hemp they’re 
made from - something Nothing But Hemp strictly avoids. 

Much of this certainty comes from the discretion Brown said he applies when dealing with CBD 
suppliers. 

If the lob testing results for o botch of CBD products shows the active ingredients ore underpow¬ 
ered or irregular but not harmful. Brown said Nothing But Hemp phases the entire brand out of 
use in the stores os soon os o problem is identified. This is avoided os early on as possible, but 
different batches con have different attributes, so constant vigilance is needed. 

“It’s definitely o time commitment, but something that needs to be done on every new botch. It’s 
working with those companies that are well-established and have o customer base that loves 
them, but never taking your eye off the boll,” Steven said. 

Stringent, selective processes con be present challenges, but Brown said these ore well worth it. 
The result? Nothing But Hemp customers have the advantage of knowing they will get the best 
quality every time they visit our website or locations. 

Despite the confusion bound to accompany any new and increasingly popular industry. Nothing 
But Hemp is constantly working for you to ensure only the finest products ore on offer. 

The next time you ore in the market for CBD products, seek out the award-winning brands you 
con trust at a Nothing But Hemp location in Minneapolis’ Uptown neighborhood on West Lake 
Street, Saint Paul’ Grand Avenue across from Billy’s, the Maplewood Mall off White Bear Avenue 
and in Forest Lake. 



LOCATIONS 

MAPLEWOOD MALL 

3001 White Bear Ave Ma¬ 
plewood, MN 55109 

UPTOWN 

617 W Lake St 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


FOREST LAKE 

143 Lake St N 
Forest Lake, MN 55025 

SUPERIOR 

1613 Tower Avenue 
Superior, Wl 54880 


SAINT PAUL 

844 Grand Ave 
Saint Paul,MN 55105 

TAMPA 

250 Westshore Plozo, 
Tompo, FL 33609 


Find us on Facebook /nothingbuthemp 


www.nothingbuthemp.net 
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vide more funding. “The meeting agenda 
looked something like: Minnesota Twins, 
Minnesota Vikings, KQRS, Let’s Bowl,” 
Scott recalls. 

“By the end of that day, they are spread¬ 
sheet- and numbered-out,” Dungan 
warned them. 

So they decided to go big. 

“We went into the room early and we 
hid all our props behind sofas and in the 
closets,” says Scott. 

Sedahl and Kronfeld, in character, gave 
the presentation. “I was doing the straight 
bit and Kronfeld was doing this whole 
convoluted slideshow complete with a 
projector and slides,” Sedahl recalls. 

“I was complaining about my neighbor,” 
Kronfeld says, “because he kept leaving 
his garage door open and it was driving 
me crazy.” 

“Sedahl had to grab the remote control 
for the slide projector out of his hands 
and speed through all of Kronfeld’s slides 
that he put in that were showing bombing 
runs on Dresden,” says Scott. 

The bold move worked. They were 
invited to Chicago for another meeting, 
where they eventually procured $30,000. 
The money bought them six new episodes, 
but also gave them some additional lever¬ 
age in negotiating. 

“Just on a whim I took it to KARE 
11,” says Kronfeld, “Surprisingly, I got 
a call back.” The director of program¬ 
ming liked the show, and wanted it to 
run after Saturday Night Live. Because 
KARE 11 had a Busch advertising contract 
of their own, they let the show keep more 
of the advertising slots than a show of 
Let’s Bowl’s caliber would t 5 ^ically have 
been able to ask for. 

Now that Let’s Bowl had a bigger fol¬ 
lowing and a shiny new pilot (featuring 
musical guest Soul Asylum), Scott and 
Kronfeld went back to Comedy Central 
for their fourth try, and they were finally 
picked up. 

“They said it tested better than any 
pilot they had ever made at that point 
in time,” says Kronfeld. 

It was exactly what the network was 
looking for. “[Comedy Central] wanted 
a game show, and we came along at the 
right time,” he says. “And we were super 
cheap compared to their other shows.” 

Let’s Bowl was picked up for a 10-epi- 
sode season, airing at 9:30 p.m. on Sundays, 
right between The Man Show and South 
Park. It had originally been slated for 
a late-night slot, but the numbers from 
the test audience were enough to push 
it into primetime. 

But with the better time slot came more 
expectations. To the cast and crew. Let’s 
Bowl was always a comedy/variety show 
that happened to be in a bowling alley. 
Comedy Central, on the other hand, viewed 
it as a comedy sports show. This meant 
the competition had to carry more weight 
on the new installments. The executives. 


enamored with an earlier episode where 
a divorced couple bowled to see who got 
possession of their microwave, decided 
they wanted the program built around 
two people settling some sort of dispute. 
People’s Court-style... with bowling. 

This handcuffed the creativity of the 
show, says Kronfeld. ‘We never shouldVe 
front-loaded that pretense onto it, because 
it was better if every match was different 
and kind of just ridiculous and mean¬ 
ingless.” 

While Kronfeld remembers the network 
meddling with some of the material they 
wrote CWe would do things that weren’t 
anywhere near as risque or obnoxious 
as South Park and they would say, ‘No, 
you can’t do that.’”). Comedy Central’s 
money also came with perks for the cast 
and crew. 

“Comedy Central was the only time I 
got paid,” admits Sedahl. 


WHILE THEY HAD TO make some conces¬ 
sions with the network, they weren’t com¬ 
pletely under Comedy Central’s thumb. 
One way the show was able to keep out 
of the network’s complete grip was by 
filming in Minnesota. While Ernie’s intro 
claimed the show was broadcast “from 
the fabulous Stardust Lanes in Minne¬ 
apolis, Minnesota,” all of the episodes 
were actually shot at White Bear Bowl 
in White Bear Lake. 

Not only was it harder for a coastal- 
based network to be heavily involved, it 
meant that the program could keep rely¬ 
ing on Minnesota for its humor. “Let’s be 
who we are,” Sedahl recalls Scott telling 
everyone. “We’re from Minnesota, we’re 
proud of it, let’s do it.” 

The contestants were all local, and 
prizes included things like fishing excur¬ 
sions, memberships to the Herring of 
the Month Club, and trips to places like 
Duluth and Door County. 

When the show transitioned to Com¬ 
edy Central, it also went through another 
casting change: The Queen Pins were 
played by Amanda Brewer (now Amanda 
Brewer Valley) and Lisa Bartholomew 
(now Lisa Given). 

“It just seemed like the best job on 
earth,” Valley remembers. “It was tak¬ 
ing the piss out of something that’s an 
American institution: the game show.” 

For years, women on game shows were 
often just silent creatures in cocktail 
dresses. Valley and Given had a differ¬ 
ent mission. Together the two women 
worked on subverting traditional gender 
roles in television. “These were girls who 
seemed like one thing on the outside but 
they’re really something else. They’re 
really much more calculating than you 
think,” says Valley. 

The best example of this was an “Inside 
Bowling” segment that explored what 
the Queen Pins did when they weren’t 
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COURTESY OF TIM SCOTT 


Rick Kronfeld and Steve Sedahl 


working on the show: run a bait shop. 
Every item is overpriced, but fishermen 
fiocked to the store, as the Pins regularly 
restocked items on low shelves, giving 
customers a lewd view. 

“We were coming on right after The 
Man Show at that time,” says Valley. “That 
segment in particular piggybacked off The 
Man Show ethos, but it kind of did it in 
a smart way. These weren’t girls jump¬ 
ing on trampolines, being overtly sexual 
for no personal gain. We knew what we 
were doing.” 

Another part of the gig was to dance 
as the balls rolled toward the pins and, 
in some cases, to taunt the bowlers when 
they failed. Their dance moves were often 
unconventional, such as pumping invis¬ 
ible kegs. 

The only hard part of the job was 
standing in a small circle at the end of 
the lane all day long. “If you had to go to 
the bathroom, you had to plan it,” says 
Valley. “Somebody who had better shoes 
and not stupid lucite high heels like we 
wore had to come out and help us down 
the lane.” 

A few Hollywood pros also joined 
the program. Danny Breen, a veteran of 
HBO’s Not Necessarily the News, helped 
write and produce the series, as did Mike 
Nelson, another MS alum. 


New segments were added, 
too. Commentators would now 
visit the contestants at home or 
at work in order to go further 
into the dispute that would 
be resolved with their bowl¬ 
ing match. Wally would ask 
inappropriate and off-topic 
questions, while Steve tried to 
better understand the players’ 
conflict. 

In a segment called “In the 
Pin,” Wally and the two con¬ 
testants would be locked into 
a large bowling pin where he 
would interview them in close 
quarters. Here Wally would do 
things like share daiquiris with 
the contestants and take off his 
shirt if it got too hot inside. 

“We wouldn’t tell the con¬ 
testants [what we were going 
to ask],” Kronfeld remembers. 
“I think I sort of scared this one 
kid... I kept asking him if he liked 
to party.” 

Before the show aired nation¬ 
ally, TV Guide ran a multi-page 
preview, and both People and 
Entertainment Weekly gave it 
extended blurbs. The reviews 
were mixed, but full of bowl¬ 
ing puns. 

“Bottom Line: Leaves the 
tenpin,” said People. They did 
appreciate the Minnesota vibe, admitting 
that “there’s something to be said for any 
show that so relishes middle-American 
oddity.” 

The cast also remembers Dennis Miller 
saying good things about the show, but 
fellow Comedy Central employee Jon 
Stewart was not a fan. 

“Oh, he despised it, which I love,” says 
Jansen. 

Still, there was enough goodwill toward 
the show that it was picked up for a sec¬ 
ond 10-episode season before the first 
had even aired. 

After the initial surge of press. Let’s 
Bowl continued as any other show on 
Comedy Central, airing in its time slot 
and popping up in reruns and marathons 
on occasion. 

“But the ratings did go up and down a 
bit,” says Kronfeld. “I had a bad feeling 
about it.” 

Let’s Bowl never made it past its two 
10-episode seasons. There was no dramatic 
fight to stay on the air, and no sudden 
cancellation. The showjust wasn’t picked 
up after its second season. 

“It should’ve stayed in late night,” 
Kronfeld says. “That’s where its humor 
would’ve been appreciated.” 

It was more than just inconsistent 
ratings that had brought the program 
to an end, however. Mike Maddocks, its 
original supporter at Comedy Central, 
was no longer in a position to trumpet 





*AII giveaways are for the first 500 guests starting at 5pm 
with the purchase of a live rating program. While supplies 
last, items may vary F^A reserves all rights. 


RunninsAces 

CASINO • HOTEL ♦ RACETRACK A" 


SATURDAY, JULY 


RUNNING ACES/GRAIN BELT HAT GIVEAWAY 


SUNDAY, JULY 7™ 


DISCOUNTS FOR PAST AND PRESENT 
MILITARY MEMBERS 

Military Discounts will include a Free Live Racing Program, 
Free Fishing Pond Pole Rental, $5 off Food Voucher, Deck of 
Cards, and a Commemorative Coin. Packets will be available 
for pick-up starting at 5pm 


ALL WEEKEND 


COOK-OUT Featuring Burgers, Brats and Corn on the Cob 

$5 GRAIN BELT Red, Light, and Blu Drink Specials. 

$1 of each drink sold going to support the Special Operation 
Wounded Warriors (S.O.W.W.) 


RunAces.com 


Sponsored by 




JERRY RASKIN'S 

NEEDLEDOCTOR 

_ T 


TURNTABLES & STEREOS SINCE 1979 


LOCATION: 6006 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK MN 55416 



HOURS: Monday - Friday: 10am-6pm Saturday: 11am-4pm 
ONLINE: WWW.NEEDLEDOCTOR.COM CALL: 1-800-229-0644 
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PARTY PACK! 
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Keep your car 

50 % Cooler 

this summer with our window film 


BINGS WINDOW TINTING 

4351 CHICAGO AVE • MPLS, MN 
D 651-357-8603 oBINGS.ONLINE 


the program. “We knew that there had 
been a change at Comedy Central and that 
the new team in charge of programming 
didn’t care for the show/’ says Jansen. 

“Comedy Central was emerging from a 
quirky little boutique network to a mas¬ 
sive one,” says Scott. “The campy, crappy 
shows were no longer the flavor.” 


AFTER CANCELLATION, everyone went 
their separate ways. However, decades 
later, the show continues to follow them. 

Sedahl, now living in North Carolina, 
recently learned that one of his co-work¬ 
ers got through his wisdom teeth removal 
by watching a Let’s flow/ marathon. Jan¬ 
sen, who tours with a Chicago-based 
Carpenters tribute band, learned that 
one of his bandmates, who had no idea 

- a - 



DOWNTOWN 
ST. PAUL'S 
LONGEST AND 
STRONGEST 
HAPPY HOUR 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-7PM 
NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS! 


FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE 

11AM-2AM EVERY DAY 


rREEPARKINO 

Monday-Friday after 4pm and ALL DAY 
Saturday and Sunday for Alary's Customers! 


BUY ANY MENU ITEM & 
GET ONE ITEM OF EQUAL 
OR LESSER VALUE 

FREE! 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
11AM-2PM 

MUST PRESENT THIS AD 
EXPIRES 6/30/19 USE CODE: B0G098 


139 7TH STREET EAST | ST. PAUL, MN | 651-224-7717 | ALARYS.COM 


LET'S BE WHO 
WE ARE. WE'RE 
FROM MINNESOTA, 
WE'RE PROUD 
OF IT, LET'S DO IT. 
- - 

that Jansen was on Let’s Bowl, used to 
watch the show. “You feel like a rockstar 
for a nanosecond,” he says. “Then you 
realize you’re in a hotel in Terre Haute, 
Indiana.” 

Kronfeld’s current line of work is run¬ 
ning Kronfeld Motors. Among the com¬ 
pany’s inventions is a “human-electric 
hybrid vehicle” that can reach speeds 
of up to 90 mph. People still come up to 
him and do his character’s voice, which 
he appreciates. 

“It was like going to summer camp 
every day, except at our summer camp 
you stood underneath lights and you got 
to do a TV show,” says Valley. “And you 
didn’t have to make any shitty crafts.” 
She says that she is so fond of her time 
on the show that she wants it mentioned 
in her obituary. 

Would a show like Let’s Bowl even be 
possible today? “At that time, [getting 
on national television] was sort of the 
pinnacle; that was what you strove for,” 
Jansen says. 

Kronfeld thinks something as “off-off- 
Holl 5 rwood” as Let’s Bowl could And a 
place on a streaming service now. 

Until that happens—if it ever does—the 
world will have to settle for YouTube clips. 

“It ran for two seasons; most shows 
don’t make it to that,” says Drew. “For a 
weird, cheap, delightfully crappy show, 
that’s a pretty good legacy.” 03 


HIRING EVENT! 


Plant Operators: 

2nd shift: 2pm-10:30pm 
3rd shift: 10pm-6:30am 
CDL A Drivers - 1 year exp. 
Fleet Mechanic 
Production Supervisor 
Automation Controls Engineer 
Engineering Project Manager 


CHANCE TO WIN! 
ATTEND HIRING DAY & 
YOUR NAME IS PUT IN A 
DRAWING TO WIN A $500 
VISA GIFT CARD! 
DON'T MISS OUT! 


ON THE SPOT INTERVIEWS & JOB OFFERS! 


DATE: Wednesday, June 26th TIME: 10am-5pm 

LOCATION: Sanimax at 545 Hardman Ave S • South St. Paul, MN 55075 



Great Benefits: Career opportunities, full benefits package, 401k match 5%, 
bonuses, overtime opportunities, green company 



Center for Reproductive Medicine 

ADVANCED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES 

Collaboration • Compassion • Expertise • Results 




CONSIDER BECOMING AN 
EGG DONOR AND EARN 
$6,000 FOR YOUR FIRST 
TIME DONATION. 


IVFMINNESOTA.COM 

612.863.5390 
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WASHINGTON 

WINE & SPIRITS 



mm 

Open July 4th from 8am-l0pm 


An Outstanding Collection of 

Fine Wines, Craft Spirits, 
Seasonal & Craft Beers 

BEST BOURBON SELECTION IN DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 


EVERYDAY SPECIAL 

Purchase Any 12 Wines^ 
Receive 10% Off 

Including Sale Items 


WE DELIVER - CALL FOR DETAILS 

(612) 339-4040 


1010 Washington Avenue | Minneapolis, MN 55415 
GROUND LEVEL OF BRIDGEWATER LOFTS 
(612) 339-4040 | Mon-Sat 8am-IOpm & Sun llam-6pm 
www.IOIOwws.com 



GRILL & DELI 

GREEK - MEDITERRANIAN - AMERICAN 


Sun-Thur 9am-10pm • Fri-Sat 9am-11pm 
4755 Central Avenue • Columbia Heights 


GYRO COMBO 

$5.99 

Valid 7 days a week. Good only at Columbia Heights location. 
Expires 7/2/2019. Not valid on holidays. 

BUY ONE BUFFET 
GET ONE FREE 

Valid Monday-Thursday only. Good only at Columbia 
Heights location. Expires 7/2/2019. Not valid on holidays. 








Korean BBQ 


vvww.HobanKoreanBBQ.com 


@ @HobanUptown 


612 345-7214 


2939 HENNEP N AVE SOUTH. M NNEAPOL S. MN 55408 
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HEY, WHAT’S THE 
DEAL WITH...? 

Our new series seeks to answer your 
most nagging, trivial questions 



SARAH BRUMBLE 


BY SARAH BRUMBLE & EMILY CASSEL 

ey, Whaf s the Deal With... is 
a new City Pages series that 
asks: Hey, what’s the deal 
with that? 

Our first HWTDW came 
from Reddit, specifically r/TwinCities, 
where u/ArrayzStartAtZero wants to know: 
‘What is the red light for at Surly Brewing?” 

Todd the Axe Man? More like Todd the 
Ask Man! 

Maybe you’ve noticed them, too—the 
red and yellow lights outside the brewery’s 
Malcolm Avenue compound (plus another 
set inside, by the host stand). Sometimes 
they’re dark, but sometimes they’re lit, glow¬ 
ing steadily or flashing on and off. 

We’re usually pretty lit while we’re sip¬ 
ping Surlys in the beer garden too, which 
might be why we never thought to ask 
anyone what, exactly, those lights mean. 
Until today. 

“Here’s the short answer for why it’s 
there,” Surly’s senior PR and communica¬ 
tions manager Tiffany Jackson writes in 
an email. “The lights serve as a reminder 
to visitors that this truly is a production 
brewery and serves to connect them to 
that process. If it’s flashing red, beer 
is being brewed while you enjoy your 
Furious and pizza. Have another, we’re 
making more.” 

And there you have it. But since we’re 
always one for the long answer, we got Surly 
head brewer Ben Smith on the horn to talk 
specifics. 

“If that red light’s on, it means we’re 
actively brewing, so we’ve got a batch of 
Furious, Xtra Citra, Grapefruit Supreme, 
whatever moving through the brew house,” 
Smith explains. The lights can also indicate 
assorted operational goings-on, like a tank 
that’s being cleaned. 

Steady yellow: good. Blinking yellow? 
Maaaybe not so good. 

The lights also tell brewers when there’s 
an operator request. “If you’re inside the 
brew house, there’s a big horn that goes 
off, basically telling the brewer to get off 
his ass and do something,” Smith chuckles, 
“whether it’s adding hops, adding some 
brewing salts, starting to pump wort into 
the cellar... those are all things that you 
have to get up and manually do.” 

In those situations, the red light will be 
on, but the yellow light will be flashing too. 

“Alternatively, if something goes wrong 
and we have a major error... that also will 
flash,” Smith adds. It can be a tip for tour 
guides too—a silent indicator about what’s 
happening inside so they know what to 


expect before taking a group behind the 
scenes. “When we’re not doing anything, 
that yellow standby light is on.” 

That flashingyeUow should only go offfor 
about a minute max—the operator can hit 
a button to clear it away. If it’s blinking for 
more than a couple minutes... that’s usually 
not a great sign. “Even if I’m having lunch 
or here with family on the weekend and it 
starts flashing, it gives me anxiety,” Smith 
laughs. “I always know what’s happening, 
for better or worse.” 

He continues: “It’s fun, when I drive up 
I always know if something’s happening, if 
something’s wrong. It’s funny, at 7 o’clock. 
I’ll be driving in, and if that yellow light’s 
flashing I just go, ‘Oh no, what’s going on?’ 
If it’s just red, I’m like, ‘Oh. Sweet.’” 

I tem number two on our list of trivial- 
ish questions plaguing the populace 
came from in-house. Many of us here 
at City Pages HQ hail from south 
Minneapolis near A Baker’s Wife, 
a warm spot we hold close to where our 
hearts once resided. 

If you, like us, have made your midsec¬ 
tions doughy thanks to pastries from this 


Standish neighborhood stronghold, it’d 
be easy to take for granted the quaintness 
of the Holstein cow next to its wrought- 
iron bench, or the sketch of a rolling pin 
against a Heinz-yellow background on the 
establishment’s namesake sign. But really, 
what’s the deal with the enormous Ys on 
the standalone “bakery” signs? 

The last letter of these bakery signs 
looms, by the uninformed eye’s estimate, 
175 percent larger than their counterparts. 
Please note that this happens not just once, 
but twice, meaning the chances of it being 
a mistake are slim. Or: If it were, it was 
replicated! 

In an attempt to get to the bottom of 
this conspiracy. City Pages contacted Olga 
Shogren of A Baker’s Wife. “Oh yeah. I have 
no idea,” she laughed. “We took over the 
business three years ago and many people 
ask us this question.” 

Fact: The giant Y’s are older than your 
toddler. 

“I don’t know if was put up by the previous 
owner, because the bakery has been around 
for, like, 28 years probably, and before that, 
this place was also abakery space. So maybe 
it was put up even back then.” 


By that point in our conversation, 
Shogren, too, was hooked on the chase. 
While she volunteered to do some sleuth¬ 
ing on her own time, we cased the joint 
IRL [read: we needed a doughnut]. Doing 
so revealed a sticker on one of the signs 
bearing the name of local sign company 
Schad-Tracy. 

Via phone, Schad-Trac/s RickBallantyne 
sounded befuddled when the signs weren’t 
ringing any bells. “I’ve been here for 24 years, 
but... I’ll see what I can And in our archives. 
It might take a little bit because they re up 
in the rafters.” Just before signing off he 
acquiesced, “We don’t want mysteries!” 

After a few days and “abunch of digging,” 
Ballant 5 me responded with anti-answers: 
“We cannot And any paperwork on this 
location. [The owners] do not remember 
this job at all, and with the tall Y they think 
they would have remembered that. We 
are thinking that someone used one of 
our raceways [a technical term for a very 
speciflc sign part, which here means ‘we 
didn’t really do this’] and installed some 
letters on the raceway and that is why our 
name is on it.” 

When we revisited the subject with 
Shogren, she informed us that she, too, had 
come up empty: “Still no new info. All I know 
is that it had been put up this way 30 years 
ago,” she said, repeating promises to let us 
know if she hears from previous owners. 

Ultimately, in this digital age, when so 
little remains unknown, perhaps the hazy 
origin of A Baker’s Wife’s wonky signage is 
actually a rarity? Maybe the Why’s of Y’s 
simply aren’t always answerable, which 
makes them all the more fun in this (harm¬ 
less) circumstance? 

And yet, dear reader, this is where you 
choose how this story ends. If you, like Bal- 
lantyne, aren’t prone to enjo 3 dngmysteries, 
please do send us any clues you may have 
about the origin of the bakery’s giant Y’s. 
This should include shameful confessions 
of how your childhood friend threw rocks 
at the sign, only for the new Y to grow back 
monstrously larger—a pet theory with, 
admittedly, zero legs. 

We, uh, not-so-secretly still wanna know 
the deal... 

InHey, What’s the Deal With... we’re tack¬ 
ling everyday oddities, random curiosities, 
and what-the-actual-fiick mysteries about 
life in the Twin Cities. Got a pressing but 
somewhat trivial Q about something you 
saw, heard, or thought about while stuck in 
trajfic? Email us, and our crack investiga¬ 
tive team just might try to figure it out. 03 
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CHOOSE 3 OR MORE PERFORMANCES FROM THE 
ENTIRE ORDWAY SEASON AND SAVE UP TO 10%! 

broadway | concerts | comedy | dance | family 2019 | 20 SEASON 
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AT THE ORDWAY 



CLASSIC 


satJnniQ | 7 : 30 pm 

• Food Trucks 

• Happy Hour with Tin 
Whiskers Brewery 

• Triviasco! 


CHECK OUT THE FACEBOOK EVENT 
PAGE FOR ALL THE DETAILS! 




NVEHSATIOH^ 




mow AMITE” _. CjBlC MOVlE 




liMxpOEEOW 


JON HEDER 


SCKEENINO 


PLUS A 


ALBUMS 


CLASS C ALBUMS L VE PRESENTS 


LED ZEPPELIN’S IV 


sat, sep 21 


7 : 30 pm 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT ORDWAY.ORG OR 651.224.4222 


JANE FONDA 
SPONSORED BY 


evine 


42ND STREET SPONSORED BY 


TRAVELERS J 


BROADWAY SERIES SPONSORED BY 

BREMER 

BANK 


Generous Support for 
Ordway Originals Provided 
by Marcia L. Morris 


This activity is made possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board 
Operating Support grant, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 
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UP NEXT AT 


FRSTAVENUE^S:^ 

\bur Downtown Danceteria Since 1970 


BUY TICKETS AT 

FIRST-AVENUE.COM 


FEATURED SHOWS 





TRAMPLED BY TURTLES 

WITH ERIK KOSKINEN, KEITH SECOLA, 
GAELYNN LEA, EARLY EYES, AND MORE 

BAYFRONT FESTIVAL PARK 

(DULUTH, MN) 


JUNE 

28&29 


BAD REU^IOl^ 

WITH DAVE HAUSE & THE MERMAID 

FIRST AVENUE 


LAKE^TREET DIVE 

WITH NICOLE ATKINS 

PALACE THEATRE 


BUILT TO SPILL 

WITH PORCUPINE, ORUA, 
CLARKE AND THE HIMSELFS 


THE UPSIDE DOWN 

A STRANGER THINGS DANCE PARTY 
FT. DJ JAKE RUDH 


PALACE THEATRE 


. ^ i f 

THESTRUll%f 

WITH THE GLORIOUS SONS, 
JJ WILDE 


JULY 

13 


1 ^ 

AUG 

08 

LASTPODCAS 
ON THE LEFT 

T 




FITZGERALD THEATER 



FIRST AVENUE AND ROSE PRESENT 

AN EVENING WITH 
CHRIS ISAAK 



FINE LINE 


7TH ST ENTRY 




TURF CLUB 


f A 


JUNE 28 

1 f 


tr ft TV T 

TINA ANDtl«|E-B-SIDES 

W/ COURTNEY YASMINEH 





AROUND TOWN 


JULY 19 

GO SHOWtfin 

BONE TWOMUtARMONY 

CABOOZE OUTDOOR PLA^A 




.V » 

JULY 27 

LORD HURON 


W/BULLY 


1 SURLY BREWING FESTIVAL FIELD | 
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FRIDAY Bit-O-Honey becomes a beer p. 20 


SATURDAY A skate party at Able Seedhouse p. 20 


SUNDAY Catartat A-Mill p. 21 


Watch Nic Cage chew 
scenery and other 
questionable things with 
Trash Film Debauchery. 



VAMPIRE'S KISS 


WEDNESDAY 6.26 


BARHOPPING/FILM 

VAMPIRE’S KISS 

BRUNSON’S PUB 

When Vampire’s Kiss came out in 1989, 
a New York Times reviewer stated that 
‘‘the film is dominated and destroyed 
by Mr. Cage’s chaotic, self-indulgent 
performance.” If you’re familiar with 
Nicolas Cage’s all-or-nothing acting 
style, then you probably know exactly 
what this critic is talking about. You 
can also assume that the actor is giving 
us an iconic performance. In this 
cinematic bomb (that eventually went 
on to become a cult classic). Cage plays 
a high-strung 5 aippie. When a bat flies 
into his apartment during a booze-fueled 
sex session, he’s intrigued to discover 
that he finds the ordeal arousing. A few 
days later, a kinkster/blood drinking lady 
(Jennifer Beals) bites his neck, and his 
journey into vampirism—and insanity— 
begins, complete with plastic vampire 
teeth. Thank god there will be beer at this 
screening, which is part of Trash Film 
Debauchery’s Traveling Picture Show 
series. This summer they’ll be sharing 
shitty films with us at various bars in the 
Twin Cities. Upcoming events include 
Showgirls at MacKenzie’s Pub and Death 
Bed: The Bed That Eats at Palmer’s Bar. 
8:30 p.m. Free. 956 Pa 3 me Ave., St. Paul; 
651-447-2483. -JESSICA armbruster 

FESTIVAL/THEATER 

GREAT RIVER 
SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 

WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Every summer, the Great River 
Shakespeare Festival turns Winona’s 
bluff country into the setting for a 
selection of Shakespeare plays and 
contemporary selections curated around 
a common theme. This year’s topics, says 
artistic director Doug Scholz-Carlson, 
include forgiveness and reconciliation. 
The plays include Macbeth (“I guess 
our catchphrase is ‘bloody good fun’”), 
Cymbeline, a new adaptation of Carlo 
Goldoni’s The Servant of Two Masters, 
Nilaja Sun’s No Child..., and a highly 
unusual show by a pla 5 Avright who 


for years wasn’t allowed to leave Iran 
because he refused to do his obligatory 
military service. Nassim Soleimanpour’s 
White Rabbit Red Rabbit is performed 
each time by a single actor who’s never 
read the script; the performer opens a 
sealed envelope, and everyone in the 
theater keeps the pla/s contents a secret. 
“We have themes that connect the 
shows together,” says Scholz-Carlson, 
“but we’re really talking about what it 
is to be a human being.” Find tickets 
and more details at grsf org. $I0-$49. 

I2IE. Third St, Winona; 507-474-7900. 
Through August 4 -jay gabler 

COMEDY 

SHANE TORRES 

ACME COMEDY CO. 

Growing up in Fort Worth, Texas, 

Shane Torres was a comedy fan, but 
didn’t see any avenue to pursue it as a 
career in his hometown. Tending bar 
and pailying in his early 20s, he longed 
for more. “I could see myself doing that 
forever, and I didn’t want that, so I got 
in my car and left,” he says. “I went to 


San Francisco to study music.” He did 
make it to Northern California, but his 
plan didn’t work out “I was going to take 
voice lessons,” he says, “but it turns out 
I’m not a very good singer.” While he 
enjoyed pla34ng in bands in high school, 
taking it more seriously wasn’t fun at 
all. A friend told him he should join 
her in Portland, so he did. There he fell 
into the same old rut of tending bar and 
pailying, until the night he wandered 
into a comedy club. Intrigued, he signed 
up for an open mic. “I got very lucky,” 
he says. “It changed my life.” Today, 
he’s logged several TV appearances 
and headlines clubs across the country. 

8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday; 
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. $I5-$I8. 
708 N. First St, Minneapolis; 612-338- 
6393. Through Saturday -p.f. wilson 

THURSDAY 6.27 

COMEDY 

JOHN LEGUIZAMO 

HISTORIC STATE THEATRE 
A lecture might sound like a sedate affair, 
unless the instructor happens to be the 


charismatic, seemingly inexhaustible 
John Leguizamo. A prolific actor on stage 
and screen, Leguizamo has portrayed 
an eclectic range of roles, but his most 
recent one-man show, the acclaimed 
Latin History for Morons, is a revelatory 
work of cultural insight and social 
urgency. Appalled by the dearth of Latino 
figures in American history textbooks, 
Leguizamo envisioned the piece as a 
humorous but heartfelt corrective to the 
whitewashed accounts that relegate a 
rich heritage to the narrowest margins 
of our collective identity (if not omitting 
their contributions altogether). Calling 
upon his dynamic performance style, 
Leguizamo morphs throughout the 
presentation, from erudite to manic, 
all the while keeping his attention 
centered on the reclamation of a culture’s 
purloined legacy. While indignation 
does arise during the occasional rant, 
Leguizamo is more intent on illuminating 
the importance of representation with 
all of the tools in his repertoire, including 
his skills as a standup comic. Following a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 ► 
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TIN WHISKERS 


Tin Whiskers continues 
to be inspired by iocai 
candy makers Pearson's. 


CONTINUED FROM THURSDAY ► 

critically lauded run on Broadway, 
this Minneapolis stop on Leguizamo’s 
national tour promises an evening of 
cultural appreciation delivered with 
insightful hilarity. 7:30 p.m. $49-$109. 

805 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis; 
612-339-7007. -brad richason 

CATS 

CAT TOUR 2019 

MUELLER PARK 

If you’ve ever taken a walk through the 
Wedge neighborhood, you’ve probably 
inadvertently made eye contact with 
a cat. Kitties gazing out from screened 
windows are as much a part of the area 
as hipsters on bikes, a packed patio at 
Leaning Tower, and the Hum’s neon sign. 
This week, expert cat tour guide Chet 
Wedgely will return for the third year 
in a row to take folks on a feline journey, 
pointing out the best cats in the ’hood. 
Hosted by local news source (and iconic 
twitter account) Wedge LIVE, this 1.5- 
mile walking tour may include Rickets, a 
gray, leash-lovin’ kitty; Nanette Cleopatra 
Philivant, an “orange, long-haired diva 
queen”; and Smokey, a cat who once 
broke an old window. Residents in 
the area looking for local cat fame can 
register their pets to possibly be included 
in the tour at wedgelive.com. Get 
there early for limited-edition buttons. 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 2500 Bryant Ave. S., 
Minneapolis. -Jessica armbruster 

FRIDAY 6.28 


BARHOPPING 

BIT-O-HONEY BLONDE 
TAP RELEASE 

TIN WHISKERS BREWING CO. 

While a beer and candy company collab 
might sound like something Willy Wonka 
would do if he was peddling sweets to 
adults, we assure you that this beer is 


very real. St. Paul brewery Tin Whiskers 
is teaming up with Minnesota sweets 
shiller Pearson’s Candy Company for 
a very special mashup of light ale and 
Bit-O-Honey. The resulting brew, 
Bit-O-Honey Blonde, should be an 
easy-to-drink summertime treat, with a 
hint of the beloved taffy, which is made 
with the sweet stuff and almonds. This 
Friday, the new brew will be on tap for 
those to try, or pick up a crowler to take 
home. The crew will have the infamous 
candy on hand, too, so you can try it 
paired with the beer. 3 to 11 p.m. Free. 
125 Ninth St. E., Unit 127, St. Paul; 651- 
330-4734. -JESSICA armbruster 

SPORTS 

2019 USA TAEKWONDO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER 
In its undiluted form in which 
combatants attack and counter with 
exacting agility and lightning-quick 
kicks, taekwondo proves a thrilling 
spectacle. Twin Cities audiences will 
have a chance to witness the sport’s 
signature maneuvers as the Minneapolis 
Convention Center plays host to the 
2019 USA Taekwondo Championships. 
Organized by the national governing 
board of taekwondo in the United 
States (the group responsible for 
overseeing Ol 3 mipic participation), the 
weeklong event will showcase some 
4,000 athletes competing to be the best 
in their respective divisions. Matches 
will offer a vast spectrum of aspiring 
champions, from promising neophytes 
to seasoned fighters, in a wide range of 
classes segmented by age, sex, weight, 
and skill levels. The event also features 
a fascinating roster of sparring sessions 
and board-breaking demonstrations. 
Having not had a USA Taekwondo 
event in the area since 2002 (when the 
Metrodome hosted the Junior Olympics 
Taekwondo Championships), Twin 


Cities audiences are overdue for an 
exhibition of the exceptional athleticism 
required to reach the top of this exacting 
martial art. 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. each 
day. $11-$16 day pass; $84 all event 
pass. 1301 Second Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Through July 4 -brad richason 

THEATER 

GUYS AND DOLLS 

GUTHRIE THEATER 
Adapted from a series of stories by 
Damon Runyon, Guys and Dolls is set 
in a highly stylized version of Midtown 
Manhattan in the 1930s. The musical 
follows the parallel paths of two 
inveterate gamblers. Sky Masterson 
and Nathan Detroit, as they attempt to 
mount an epic underground craps game 
while simultaneously beating the odds at 
romance. For Nathan, that means coming 
to terms with his feelings for nightclub 
performer Miss Adelaide, his long- 
suffering fiancee of 14 years. By contrast. 
Sky’s wooing of the morally upright 
Sarah Brown, leader of the charitable 
Save-a-Soul Mission, is founded on 
a wager. Befitting the heightened 
sentiments of musical romances. Sky 
and Sarah are soon swooning over 
one another to the enchanting tunes 
of Frank Loesser. Ideally positioned 
as a summer crowd-pleaser, this Kent 
Gash-directed production is sure to 
pay off in spectacular fashion thanks 
to an ensemble headlined by Jeremiah 
James, Olivia Hernandez, Rodney 
Gardiner, and Kirsten M. Wyatt. The 
show is in previews through June 27. 


7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays; 
7 p.m. Sundays; check online for 1 p.m. 
matinees. $34-$93.818 S. Second St, 
Minneapolis; 612-377-2224. Through 
August 25 -brad richason 

SATURDAY 6.29 


SPORTS 

UFC FIGHT NIGHT 

TARGET CENTER 

It’s been seven long years since the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship brought 
the Octagon to Minneapolis. Fortunately, 
much like rap-rock music and Affliction 
T-shirts, dudes getting punched in the 
face never goes out of style. This Saturday 
night, former heavyweight champion 
Junior dos Santos will go toe-to-toe with 
Franics “the Predator” Ngannou at the 
main event of UFC Fight Night in what 
is likely to decide who gets the next 
crack at the current UFC champ. The 
13-fight card also includes superstars like 
Joseph Benavidez, Demian Maia, and 
Mankato’s own Dan “the Hitman” Moret. 
Splitting his time between Minnesota 
Martial Arts Academy and the MMA 
Lab in Arizona, Moret is a submission 
specialist, with eight tap-outs in his 13 
career victories. He’ll meet Jared “Flash” 
Gordon in a lightweight bout on the 
preliminary portion of the card, which 
will be broadcast live on ESPN. Seeing as 
how the last time UFC came to town we 
were in the first term of the Obama era, 
this could be your last chance to bring the 
pain and witness a hometown brawl in 
the Octagon for quite some time. 5 p.m. 


FRIDAY 


COMEDY 

PAY GAP COMEDY TOUR 

PARKWAY THEATER 

Mary Jo Pehl is a Twin Cities comedy legend. 

Since getting her start in the 1980s, Pehl has 
had an iconic run on the original Mystery 
Science Theater3000, performed countless 
sold-out shows, and published a number of literary works. And yet, in 2019, she’s still trying 
to help female comics receive equal footing. “When I first got started, they would introduce 
me as, ‘Our next performer is a female comedian!’ Like they had to tell the audience to buckle 
their seatbelts because the mood in the room was about to change,’’ she says. While the 
local comedy scene has evolved, women in comedy face the same challenges as those in 
most other industries, including the ever-present pay gap. To help fight back, Pehl, along 
with fellow comedians Shannan Paul, Carolyn Pool, Shanan Custer, Tiffany Norton, Ellie Hino, 
and Khadijah Cooper, are forming a comedy super group for one night only to help support 
organizations dedicated to stopping violence against women. “I love that it’s not all standup,” 
Pehl says. “It has a real variety-show vibe. I totally love it. We’ve got a variety of different 
comics who talk about different things, and who are at different points in our careers.’’ While 
the show is made up of all women, Pehl says the beauty of the event is that it is elevating 
the audience as much as it is the performers. “It’s important to have shows where everyone 
is represented. It’s not about being a female show, or compartmentalized in any way. It also 
elevates the audience’s expectations that it’s just about coming to hear people be funny.’’ 
$30-$40.7:30 p.m. 4814 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis; 612-822-8080. -Patrick strait 



COURTESTY OF MARY JO PEHL 
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NAPOLEON DYNAMITE 


The gang 
here agai 




$80-$175.600 First Ave. N., Minneapolis; 
612-673-0900. -Patrick strait 

FILM/TALKS 

NAPOLEON DYNAMITE 

ORDWAY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 

When we last saw them, Uncle Rico had 
found love, Pedro was class president, 
and... what did happen to Napoleon 
D 3 mamite in the end? This Saturday, 
the stars of this cinematic masterpiece 
will gather at the Ordway to talk about 
the 2004 film that changed their lives. 
Fans can pre-game by taking selfies 
with Jerry the Llama or by enrolling in 
the trivia competition. Then they can 
watch a special screening of the flick 
and partake in a Q&A with Jon Heder 
(Napoleon), Efren Ramirez (Pedro), 
and Jon Cries (Uncle Rico), moderated 
by local instigator Miss Shannan Paul. 
Asian Invasion and Adams Gyros will 
serve food at Rice Park before the party, 
but you’ll have to And your own tots. 

7:30 p.m. $48-$58.345 Washington St, 
St Paul; 651-224-4222. -LOREN green 

PARTY 

HIP-HOP ARCHITECTURE 
NEIGHBORHOOD CELEBRATION 

SPRINGBOX 

What is hip-hop architecture? Come 
to Springboard for the Arts’ new space 
to And out. In ‘'Close to the Edge: 

The Birth of Hip-Hop Architecture,” 
Sekou Cooke, assistant professor at 
the Syracuse University School of 
Architecture, has curated an exhibition 
of 21 designers, researchers, and 
students who are a part of the emerging 
movement. This Saturday, featured 
artist James Garrett, a recipient of the 
2019 national AIA Young Architects 
Award and principal of 4RM+ULA 
architecture, will be presenting in the 
space as part of a neighborhood block 
party. Juxtaposition Arts is also part 
of the event. This is a chance to check 
out this exhibition, which is getting 
national attention, and hear from 


experts on what the movement is all 
about. 5 to 8 p.m. Free. 262 University 
Ave. W., St. Paul, -sheila regan 

PARTY 

NO DOY: A SKATE-SURF 
BEACH PARTY 

ABLE SEEDHOUSE & BREWERY 
This Saturday, Able Seedhouse & 
Brewery is turning its parking lot into 
a rad party celebrating all things skate 
and surf. Watch people attempt various 
moves and check out gear from the likes 
of 3rd Lair, Cal Surf, Zombie Boardshop, 
Obsolete Skateboards, and others. The 
party will also celebrate the release of No 
Doy, Abie’s new sour beer with notes of 
pink guava and mango, while Animales 
Barbeque will serve up eats. Proceeds 
from the party will benefit City of Skate, 
a group of skateboarders and parents 
working on building more skateparks in 
the cities (their most recent effort being 
Juxtaposition Arts’ new skate plaza) 
and improving the ones we already 
have. All ages. 3 to 9 p.m. Free; $5 to 
drink. 1121 Quincy St. NE, Minneapolis; 
612-405-4642. -JESSICA armbruster 

SUNDAY 6.30 


CATS 

MYSTERY OF CATS: 

CAT ART FESTIVAL 

A-MILL ARTIST LOFTS 
End your weekend with a cat party this 
Sunday. The daylong event will feature 
a variety of artwork inspired by kitties, 
including adorable paintings, sparkly 
jewelry, and punk-rock cat pillows (yes, 
that’s a thing). Feline-themed music 
and videos will screen throughout the 
day, and folks can watch Charlene 
Perkey create cat artwork live. Other 
festivities include face painting for 
kids, hands-on craft activities, tarot 
readings, and a silent auction for 
Diabetic Cat Help. Noon to 8 p.m. Free; 
donations accepted. 315 SE Main St, 
Minneapolis. -Jessica armbruster 



BOX OFFICE 763-760-0062 
TICKETS CROONERSMN.COM 



PLAZA SHOW^'' 


Catfish and the 
Bottlemen & 

X Ambassadors 


Dirty Sexy Riot 
Heavy Metal 
Burlesque 


Megan Hamilton 
EP Release 


Reel Big Fish 
& Aquabats! 


Chevp Suits 
DJ Phox 
Space Munky 


PLAZA SHOW^ 

Bone Thugs 
-N-Harmony 


White Water 
Ramble and 
Feed The Dog 


Jerry Garcia 
Remembered 


UB40 


(^'The Whiskey Junction 

I'IY' 6/29 Hoodphellas: The music of Phish 
pi 7/1 Class System w. Victory, Bad Idea 
§1 7/5 Bob Pat Band 

I J I 7/10 Chris Davies & The Promise Band 
® I 7/12 Mike Blood Fist 

7/13 Don Durkee Memorial 
ll^KE l : W\ W ABOOZE.COM 
917 CEDAR AVE MPLS MN 


JUST ANNOUNCED 
The Lacs & Black Stone Cherry 


18th 
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Shane Torres 

Tuesday-Saturday 
June 25th-29th 

Tue-Thu 8pm • $15 Show/$30 Dinner Show 
Fri-Sat 8pm & 10:30pm • $18 Show/$33 Dinner Show 


(612)338.6393 • 708 N. 1st St., Mpls 
WWW.ACMECOMEDYCOMPANY.COM 


•(ApestrY 

Folkdance Center 



35 YEARS 

of daMt\ 




eekly Dances 

Thursday 

Bollywood 

Friday 

International 

Folkdance 


Saturday 

Contra Da 


nee 


Sunday 

jjhglish Cc^intry 


Danc« 


m 




3748 Minnehaha Avenue 
Minneapolis • (612) 722-2914 

tapestryfolkdance.org 



MORE TO THE STORY 

Toy Story 4 doesn’t spoil the perfect ending of the trilogy that came before it 



DISNEY 


BY TONY LIBERA 

rilogies seldom have per¬ 
fect endings. Whether it’s 
Star Wars, The Godfather, 
or Christopher Nolan’s Dark 
Knight series, a third out¬ 
ing typically falls short of its second and 
leaves us unfulfilled. Toy Story 3 was a 
rare achievement, shining on its own 
while also bolstering the saga as a whole. 

Let’s recap: After the toys narrowly 
escape incineration, owner Andy (John 
Morris) gives Buzz (Tim Allen) and the 
gang to new kid Bonnie (Emily Hahn). 
Then, in one of film history’s more bit¬ 
tersweet animated gut-punches, Bonnie 
notices ol’ Sheriff Woody (Tom Hanks) 
at the bottom of the toy box. Andy, all 
grown up but planning to take his favorite 
cowboy to college with him, decides to 
hand over Woody, too. As Andy drives 
away. Woody says, “So long, partner,” 
the music swells, and the camera flies 
into the clouds, matching the opening 
bedroom shot from the original Toy Story. 

That. Is. A. Flawless. Ending. 

So why screw with that? Why retie a 
perfect bow? Is there actually more story 


to tell, or does Disney just love merchan¬ 
dising dollars? Thankfully, Toy Story 4 
has enough substance to serve as more 
than a cash grab. 

We catch up with the toys a couple 
years after the end of the last install¬ 
ment. Bonnie (now voiced by Madeleine 
McGraw) prepares for kindergarten while 
Woody wrestles with the fact that she 
rarely plays with him anymore. When 
Bonnie struggles at school orientation. 
Woody—having snuck into her backpack- 
throws a spork and some other garbage 
on the table during arts and crafts, which 
Bonnie makes into her new favorite toy, 
Forky (Tony Hale). Cursed with new life, 
Forky tries to return to the garbage can 
again and again, which forces Woody to 
constantly look after him. When a family 
road trip and Forky’s suicidal tendencies 
separate him from the group. Woody 
embarks on an odyssey of evil dolls, lost 
toys, and self-discovery. 

The beats aren’t going to be too revo¬ 
lutionary four entries into any franchise, 
but while Toy Story 4 definitely replays 
some of the old hits, it also finds new mate¬ 
rial. This has really always been Woody’s 


TOY STORY 4 

directed by Josh Cooley 
area theaters, now showing 


story, and the picture does a wonderful 
job of fleshing out the character even 
further. His interactions with both an old 
friend and a new enemy lurking inside an 
antique store offer surprising depth (and 
darkness), while additions to what was 
already a knockout cast give Toy Story 4 
the humor to match its heart. Tony Hale 
brings some of his Buster Bluth anxiety to 
Forky’s existential crisis; Keanu Reeves 
expertly tackles machismo and doubt as 
Canuck stuntman Duke Caboom; and old 
pals Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan 
Peele team up as Ducky and Bunny to 
deliver, of course, the movie’s biggest 
laughs. 

Honestly, Toy Story 4 shouldn’t be as 
good as it is—but that’s Pixar for you. And 
yet, part of me still wishes they’d stopped 
at three. There’s no question that this is 
a good movie, and both longtime fans 
and newcomers will enjoy it. However, 
as the new coda to a larger work. Toy 
Story 4 does feel like a step backward. 03 
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PEAK PAGAENTRY 

A Fringe favorite stretches into a full production 



BY JAY GABLER 

here will be blood. There will 
also be smoking, extensive 
profanity, and trace peanut 
allergens. 

Signage at Park Square 
Theatre prepares visitors for a Jefferson 
Township Sparkling Junior Talent Pageant 
with some adult elements, which has been 
expanded from a production at the 2017 
Minnesota Fringe Festival. 

Keith Hovis—pla 3 twright, composer, 
and l 3 n:*icist—has turned his Junior Talent 
Pageant into a full-length musical, now 
premiering at Park Square. There’s a lot to 
enjoy in the new production, although its 
more outrageous elements are sometimes 
at odds with a character-driven story fight¬ 
ing to emerge from the satire. 

The show’s style and conceit evoke ’90s 
classics Waiting for Guffman andDropDead 
Gorgeous, the latter in particular given the 
rural Minnesota setting. Jefferson Town¬ 
ship, we learn, was known for its annual 
kids’ talent competitions until 1997, when 
famous turned to infamous as a contestant 
was accidentally decapitated. 

In the present day, four friends (or, 
perhaps, frenemies) who were there for 
the pageant’s last iteration have reunited. 
Frannie (Kelly Houlehan) has moved back 
home after her big-city job prospects dried 
up. Her former crush Travis (Zach Garcia) 
has a hot dad bod now, and she takes a job 
stocking shelves with his drinking buddy 
Liam (Ryan London Levin). 

Meanwhile, the imperious Val (Leslie 
Vincent) is still trading on the local celebrity 


JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP SPARKLING 
JUNIOR TALENT PAGEANT 

Park Square Theatre 

20 W. Seventh Place, St. Paul 

651-291-7005; through July 28 


of being the last person crowned talent 
pageant champion. She bristles at an idea 
that starts as a joke between Frannie and 
Liam: What if the now-adult contestants 
restage the 1997 pageant, to finally see who 
would have won? 

The show is a big lift for director Laura 
Leffler and the four-person cast (all return¬ 
ing from the Fringe production), who are 
asked to deliver a sprawling production in 
the close confines of the Boss Thrust Stage. 
Given the chamber scale, the actors can’t 
fall back on spectacle: They need to sustain 
the show’s increasingly dramatic swings 
between zany and heartfelt. 

Hovis has written big, well-crafted ballads 
and rousing anthems for his plucky millen- 
nials, but the broadly comic, intentionally 
ridiculous elements repeatedly swamp any 
chance of us investing in the characters’ 
emotional arcs. The result is that Val and 
Liam, relatively unburdened by aspirations 
of self-actualization, steal the show from 
romantic leads Frannie and Travis. 

Everything seems to make sense, though, 
when Vincent’s onstage. Fortunately, that’s 
often. She triumphs with a deadpan per¬ 
formance as a cad who knows what she 
is; when she and Levin share a manipula¬ 
tive makeout, it crackles with the kind of 
unapologetically amoral energy thisPageanf, 
at its most entertaining, embraces. 03 




Statiiune 


StarTribune 


CDL& 

non-CDL 


DRIVERS 

WANTED 


Start part time delivering for 
Star Tribune—Minnesota's largest media 
company—with opportunities for full-time 
hours available. We offer a great working 
atmosphere and a potential to 

earn up to $17.00/hour. 


APPLY NOW AT 

StarTribuneCompany.com/work-for-us 
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INTRODUCING : 

The Drummer's Wing Nut Wre nch 


'This ain't no cell phone app! 


fOOP*l>WNKS* MUSIC 

UtH music 

June 26... Chris Thompson & Friends 


9pm-llpm 

June 27.Mira & Tom Kehoe 

8:30pm-12am 

June 28.Nikki & the Ruemates 

9:30pm-lam 

June 29.Becky Kapell & Friends 

9pm-12am 

June 30.Doug Otto & Friends 

5pm-8pm 


dustysbaranddagos. com 

1319 Marshall Street NE • Minneapolis, MN 



Paint Yer Gnome 



Bring a friend and unleash 
your creative side! Join us 
for a fun, no-pressure 
way to learn about 
glazing and painting 
ceramics while 
creating a gnome 
for your home. 


udio2. 


CER^ICS 


www.studio2ceramics.com 


JMINNEjSOTA 
Itmsic CAFE 

“St. Paul’s TOP STOP for local R&B, 
Rock, Blues & Jazz bands.” -Vita.mn Magazine 
Receptions. Reunions. Parties. Fundraisers. 

FRI BOOGIE 

WONDERLANBB 

MARY ELIAS & THE 
YOUNG RELICSq^ 


S.T INTERNATIONAL 
REGGAE 
ALLSTARS 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 

7/5.Corey Medina & The Brothers 

7/6..Ray Richardson Saturday Night Special 


499 PAYNE AVE, ST. PAUL, 651-776-4699 

www.minnesotamusiccafe.com 


MM a James Ballentine 

Uptown 

■ m Post 246 

VrW 


IVe're not your 
typical VFW 


Tickets on sale at www.uptownvfw.org 


TRANSMISSION 

WEDNESDAY 10PM 

NEWWAVE SYNTHPOP PUNK 
DANCE INDIE 80’s 90’s 


6.26 SHELTER FROM THE STORM 
CONCERT 2019 

6.27 BALLENTINE’S 
BURLESQUE 

6.28 HALL AND OATES TRIBUTE 
BAND: PRIVATE OATES 

w/ SPECIAL GUEST DJ MASON BUTLER 

6.29 TRANSMISSION PRESENTS: 

DANCE YRSELF CLEAN H 


7.5 GOZADERA LATIN 
DANCE PARTY 

7.6 DEUCES UP! 

SHANNON 

BLOWTORCH/DJ KEEZY 

7.7 THE AMERICAN MUSIC TOUR 

, THE BLASTERS, 

WAYNE HANCOCK, SUPERSUCKERS, 
CLOWNVIS PRESLEY TIX ON SALE NOW! 

7.25 LEGENDARY SHACK SHAKERS 
8.5 DAN BAIRD ft HOMEMADE SIN 


Award Winning Karaoke 
Full Menu | Live Music 
Full Bar, Pull Tabs H Bingo 
2916 Lyndale Ave S • (612) 823-6233 

w w w. u p to w n vf w. o rg 



WITH YOUR VOICE AUTOTUNED 
THURSDAY JUNE 27 

New Bands: Ophelia, River Sinclaire, 
Cryptic Fit, Christ of Rochel 
21+ • $5 • 9PM 
FRIDAY JUNE 28 

Live Comedy Show at Mortimers 
6:30PM DOORS 7PM • 21+ NO COVER 
Warren Thomas Fenzi // Tacky Annie 
// Lazy Scorsese // Hemma 
9PM • $8 • 21 + 

SATURDAY JUNE 29 

The Rope, Lillian record release. 
8PM • 2AM 

UPCOMING SHOWS 


JULY 3.Learning’ Curve Records 

July Residency Ex Nuns Disasteratti - reunion 
show Bummer (KC) 

JULY?.BPM Beat Battle 

JULY 9.Dingus, Supportive Parents, 

Class of 86, Linus 

JULY 11.Fox On The Run: 

Rock and Roll Dance Party! 


JULY 11.Fox On The Run: 

Rock and Roll Dance Party! 

follow US ON n for upcoming events 


HAPPY HOUR 

DAILY SUN-THURS 

llann-6pnn 9pnn-llpnn 

2-4-1 's on almost $3 rail, taps, 

everything most cans & bottles 


■ 


2001 LYNDALE AVE SOUTI 
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DAILY LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR: SUN-FRI 3-7PM 
1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS “BUCK OFF” ALL DRINKS 

EVERY MONDAY • 8:30PM-12:30AM 


“HOHEST THING ON MONDAY NIGHT” 

SHAW’S COCKTAIL OPEN JAM 

BEST JAM AROUND $3.50 20 oz. Coors Light 


EVERY TUESDAY • 8:30PM 


NEW PRIMITIVES 

500 Wings @ 6:30pm-10pm $2.50 Tallboys @ 8pm-close 


WEDNESDAY. JUNE 26 


4:30pm DAINA DE PREZ 
8pm LISA WENGER 
withTHE mean mean MEN 

Taco Frenzy All Day & Night! Meat Raffle @ 5pm 


EVERY THURSDAY 


BLUES AND RIBS WITH 

5pm PAUL METSA & WILLIE WALKER 
8:30pm THE BUTANES 


FRIDAY. JUNE 28 


DEE MILLER BAND 

FEATURING CRAIG CLARK 


SATURDAY, JUNE 29 


ELIJAH ADAM 
BAND 


SUNDAY, JUNE 30 * 2-8PM 


CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
LISA (DUKE) DUKE 

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING 

NEW PRIMITIVES, SHAWSHANK 
REDEMPTION AND FRIENDS, 
BRIAN NAUGHTON BAND 


HOME OF THE SHAW BURGER 
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ERIK NELSON 

EXILE ON MAIN STREET 

Frankie Lee returns to his gentrifying hometown 
and remembers Jessica Lange on Stillwater 

BY ERICA RIVERA 


F rankie Lee is an old-fashioned 
guy. The 36-year-old Minnesotan 
believes in family, community, 
and keeping Main Streets his¬ 
toric. So when he contemplated 
where to record the follow-up to 2015’s 
American Dreamer, the suggestion of his 
hometown of Stillwater stuck—and became 
the title of the new album. 

To record Stillwatefs somber folk tracks, 
Lee and his crew hunkered down in the 
home where his single mom raised him, 
his twin sister, and his older brother. The 
songs are stripped-down and weathered, 
broken-in and world-weary. They harken 
back to an earlier time. 

‘T’m more of a country-type of person,” 
Lee says. ‘Tike how people stay in the city 
and then the go to the country on the week¬ 
ends? I’m the opposite.” 

The first single offthe album, “Downtown 
Lights,” was inspired by an unexpected 
source: actress JessicaLange, who was born 


in Cloquet and moved to Stillwater with 
actor Sam Shepard in 1995. Lee worked at the 
co-op and saw Lange come in occasionally. 
“She was one of those people who was so 
stunningly beautiful, but present,” he says. 
“That always left an impression on me. It 
wasn’t like a sexual thing. It wasn’t like a 
little boy crush. It was more like, there’s 
a real woman. There’s a real energy that 
comes from her. A real power. Almost like 
nature has.” 

In 2008, Lange told the New York Daily 
News that she left Stillwater because it 
became “ 5 mppified.” At some point, Lee 
stumbled upon that statement and, shortly 
thereafter, he had a dream that he walked 
down the deserted Main Street with Lange. 
In the dream, she said, “It breaks my heart. 
It just breaks my heart.” 

It breaks Lee’s heart, too, to see the once- 
quaint place where everyone knew each 
other turned into a tourist trap populated 
by clothing boutiques, gift shops, and fast- 


food joints. Working-class families can 
no longer afford to call it home. Instead, 
a new population, one that wants to live in 
“extremely clean and cold, almost lifeless” 
condos with an in-house yoga studio, has 
infiltrated the riverside town. “Here they 
are on these beautiful Main Streets with 
tons of history around them and they just 
come in and knock it all down,” Lee says 
of the developers. 

Lee has spoken with the city council, the 
mayor, and the historical society about his 

concerns. 

FRANKIE LEE’S STILLWATER “I think 

RELEASE SHOW it’s really 

Cedar Cultural Center, Minneapolis impor- 

8 p.m. Friday, June 28 tant to 

not just 

complain about it but be involved in where 
you come from and the little things you can 
change,” he says. “I still love the town and 
I’m still invested in it.” 

Stillwater inspired another song on the 
album when, a couple of days before record¬ 
ing started, Lee ran into a man named John 
downtown. A concrete and construction 
worker Lee used to work for in high school, 
John had been something of father figure 
to him. (Lee’s father died in a motorcycle 
accident when he was 12.) John “was just a 
man about ever 5 ^ing. He just did the work 
and he didn’t complain. He lived a certain 
way. And he woke up every morning and 
did it again,” Lee says. 

The men hadn’t seen one another in 20 
years, and time had not been kind to John. 
Chemicals had eaten all the pigment from 
his hands, and physical labor had battered 
his body. He was drunk. Itwas ajarringshift 
from how Lee remembered him. The short 
car ride they shared made Lee think about 
people who just want to get by, whose hard 
work goes unrewarded and who get forgot¬ 
ten. “It’s somewhat tragic but it’s also very 
real,” Lee says. That experience informed 
the song “(I Don’t Want to Know) John.” 

Despite the heavy sentiments on the 
album, Lee considers his music reflective, 
not mournful. “It’s not sad nor happy or 
somber or upbeat. It’s kind of like a dream 
state. It kind of floats,” he says. If Stillwater 
sounds solemn, that wasn’t his intention. 
“I’m really much more jo 5 dul than that,” 
he says. 

But musically, Lee prefers subtlety. He 
doesn’t want his lyrics to tell listeners what 
to think, or to say something just because 
it’s catchy. Instrumentally, he avoids beat¬ 
ing the listener over the head with electric 
guitar or drumbeats. He’s more interested 
in music that speaks to an honest day’s work. 
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Upcoming 

LIVE MUSIC 

NEVER A COVER 

FOR OUTDOOR LIVE MUSIC! 

■=■ "+□ 


THURSDAY JUNE 27 



S ATURDAY JUNE 29 

3pm - 7pm 


SUNDAY JUNE 30 

mailiffliil 

3pm - 7pm 


iTHURSDAY JULY 4 



3pm - 7pm 


3746 SUNSET DRIVE 
SPRING PARK. MN 

(952) 471-8513 

LORDFLETCHERS.COM 
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Friday, June 28 

First Avenue and 89.3 The Current Present 

FRANKIE LEE 

Stillwater Release Show 

Doors 7pm • Show: 8pm • All Ages • $20 GA 


Sunday, June 30 

A CELEBRATION OF THE 
LIFE OF TONY GLOVER 

Doors 12pm • Event 12pm-3pm • All Ages • Free admission 


Wednesday, July 3 

The Cedar Presents 

HARRY & THE POTTERS 

with Larry Wish 

Doors 7pm • Show 7:30pm • All Ages • $13 ADV • $17 DOS 


Saturday, July 6 

The Cedar Presents 

BILL CALLAHAN with Bill MacKay 

Doors 7pm • Show 8pm • All Ages • $25 ADV / $28 DOS 


Tuesday, July 9 

The Cedar Presents 

DAVE ALVIN CELEBRATES 
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
KING OF CALIFORNIA 

with Dead Rock West 

Doors 7pm • Show 7:30pm • All Ages • $28 ADV / $30 DOS 


Wednesday, July 7 0 

The Cedar Presents 

SARAH SHOOK & 

THE DISARMERS 

with Sunny War 

Doors 7pm • Show 7:30pm • All Ages • $15 ADV / $18 DOS 


Friday, July 12 

Free Minds, Free People and Midwest Mixed Present 

LET'S GET FREE! 

ft. Tall Paul, Izell Pyramid, and sunSETS (DJ Set) 

Doors 7pm • Show 8pm • All Ages • $5 / $10 / $20 GA 


416 Cedar Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55454 • 612.338.2674 
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Wednesday, June 26 || 7:30 pm 

The Moth StorySLAM 

Theme: “Chemistry" 

Saturday, June 28 || 8:00 pm 

Adam Ezra Group 

with The OK Factor 

Sunday, June 23 || 7:00 pm 

The Music of Simon & Garfunkel 
+Ti-ie Graduate || Live Music + Movie 

Thursday, June 26 || 7:30 pm 

A Shot in the Dark (i964) 

Pre-screening music by Runes Av Vaskeri 

Thursday, July 4 || 7:30 pm 

Top Gun (i986) 

Friday, June 27 || 7:30 pm 

Rock What You Got // Pay Gap 
Comedy Tour || Live Comedy! 

Friday, July 5 || 8:00 pm 

SCREAM IT OFFSCREEN! 

Saturday Matinee, June 28 || 1:00 pm 

Time Bandits (i98i) 

Short Film Competition 

Saturday Matinee, July 6 || 1:00 pm 

The Never Ending Story (i98i) 

Find tickets & more show listings at Parkway Theaf er.com Irlrl 
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Eggs & Drag Brunch • every 1st Sunday • more info & reservations at Gay90s.com 


ickikiiccr^ I /^ncT ^ 1ST SUNDAY OF E¥Eltr KIONTH 
JENNIFER LOPEZ ^ aiiageswecome 

AFTER PARTY . - 
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the beauty of the natural world, and the 
complexities of love. ‘‘You write from your 
own experience and kind of the smaller you 
get, the more universal it seems,” he says. 

And he does have hard-won experience. 
The college dropout has supplemented 
his music career with manual labor, from 
building cabinets in Texas to working on 
a hog farm in Afton. He has no permanent 
address. Of his transient lifestyle, he says 
with a laugh, ‘T wouldn’t recommend it.” 
He’s content to sit in a friend’s backyard and 
converse about cooking, kids, and neighbors. 

“The simplicity of domesticity really 
appeals to me, mainly because I don’t have 
it,” he says. “Ever37thing is so corrupt right 
now, it seems. You have to go back to nature. 
You have to go back to the family. That’s 
what I’m trying to do, honestly, because 
I went out into the world, like everybody 
else, and thought I could change it. Unless 
you want to sell your soul or go work for 
someone who’s willing to [sell it] for you, 
it’s very difficult.” 

Lee’s outlook on the future of music is 
equally bleak—or optimistic, depending 
on your perspective. He predicts stream¬ 
ing and corporate-run music festivals will 
be the death of his craft in the next 10 to 
15 years, “which I’m grateful for because 
we’ll go back to barn parties and singing 
around kitchen tables and we’ll listen to 
children and not just give them screens and 
buy them tickets to Taylor Swift,” he says. 

For Lee, music was never about mak¬ 
ing money an)7way. Though he’s been 
playing music since he was a teenager, he 
didn’t record an57thing until age 30. His 
music-making motivation isn’t happiness, 
either. “I would never pursue something 
for happiness. Absolutely not. It just doesn’t 
interest me,” he says. Instead, it’s about con¬ 
nection. “I don’t think I’d leave my house 
or go anywhere if I didn’t play music,” he 
says. “Music’s just a way for me to connect 
to more people. If I could knit, I would 
do that.” [Q 

CRITICS’ PICKS 


BUILT TO SPILL 

FIRST AVENUE, WEDNESDAY 6.26 
Alternative-rock figurehead and guitar 
hero Doug Martsch has been touring 
intermittently, trading band members, 
and recording albums since 1992. But given 
the usual length and awesomeness of his 
harsh, melodic, enveloping guitar solos, 
this is definitely music designed for live 
immersion. Built to Spill’s current tour 
celebrates the 20th anniversary of their 
fourth album. Keep It Like a Secret. With 
Porcupine, Orua, and Clarke and the Him- 
selfs. 18+. 6:30 p.m. $30.701 First Ave. N., 
Minneapolis; 612-338-8388. -lucas fagen 



BINGO EXTRAVAGANZA • WIN $1,000! 

LARGEST CASH PRIZE IN THE AREA! 

MON - 6PM I WED - 6PM | SAT - 2PM 


HEX HAPPY HOURS 

M0NDAY-THURSDAY9AM-6PM 
FRIDAY 9AM-5PM & SATURDAY 9AM-2PM 


3RD SHIFT 2 FOR Is 
MDNDAY-SATURDAY8-9AM 


$1.25 HOT DOGS • $1.75 BRATS 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY all dayi 


THURSDAY JUNE 27 

Sparrowhawk, Palm Friends, 
Hard Looks. Pleasure Horse 

FRIDAY JUNE 28 

Machine Girl, MURF. Tongue Party, 
American Cream 


SATURDAY JUNE 29 

Grand Demise of Civilization, Sunless. 
Ulkum, Ghost Hook 

SUNDAY JUNE 30 

Condition Critical, Manic Outhurst, 
Lockgnar, Plagued Insanity 


HOURS Mon-Sat 8am-2am | Sun 10am-2am 
2600 27th Ave South • Minneapolis • 612-722-3454 

visit US on facebook! 


eiTUPAGESTlX 


Be a part of the scene. 





$35 GA 


$150 VIP 


Common Sound 
Music Festival 

Beth El Synagogue and Benilde- 
St Margaret’s Catholic School 
present the 2nd annual Common 
Sound Music Festival on Sunday, 
June 30th. The festival will take 
place in the synagogue’s large 
parking. Festival headliner will be 
Doomtree in their only 2019 local 
performance. 


BETH EL SYNAGOGUE PARKING LOT 

5225 Barry Street W • St. Louis Park, MN 


North American Roots 
Music Festival 

Family music festival featuring The 
Okee Dokee Brothers and Nicholas 
David. 

Also including the extrodinary 
musical talents of Annie Mack, The 
OK Factor, The Sawtooth Brothers, 
Ellis and Red Yarn. 



12:00PM 

TO 

9:00PM 

$15-$29 


MINNESOTA WALDORF SCHOOL' 

70 County Road B E • St. Paul, MN 




tix.com 

Looking to sell your event tickets? 
Email mike.feld(a)citypages.com for more info 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

» By Rob Brezsny 


T ARIES (March 21-April 19): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Discipline your inner flame. 
Use your radiance constructively. Your theme is controlled fire. AUGUST: 
Release yourself from dwelling on what’s amiss or off-kilter. Find the inspiration 
to focus on what’s right and good. SEPTEMBER: Pay your dues with joy and 
gratitude. Work hard in service to your beautiful dreams. OCTOBER: You can 
undo your attractions to “gratifications” that aren’t really very gratifying. 
NOVEMBER: Your allies can become even better allies. Ask them for more. 
DECEMBER: Be alert for unrecognized value and hidden resources. 


AA TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
O horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: If you choose to play one of 
life’s trickier games, you must get trickier yourself. AUGUST: Shedding irrelevant 
theories and unlearning old approaches will pave the way for creative 
breakthroughs. SEPTEMBER: Begin working on a new product or project that 
will last a longtime. OCTOBER: Maybe you don’t need that emotional crutch as 
much as you thought. NOVEMBER: Explore the intense, perplexing, interesting 
feelings until you’re cleansed and healed. DECEMBER: Join forces with a new 
ally and/or deepen an existing alliance. 


Tp GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
J-L horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: It’s time to take fuller advantage 
of a resource you’ve been neglecting or underestimating. AUGUST: For a limited 
time only, two plus two equals five. Capitalize on that fact by temporarily 
becoming a two-plus-two-equals-five type of person. SEPTEMBER: It’s time 
and you’re ready to discover new keys to fostering interesting intimacy and 
robust collaboration. OCTOBER: The boundaries are shifting on the map of the 
heart. That will ultimately be a good thing. NOVEMBER: If you do what you fear, 
you’ll gain unprecedented power over the fear. DECEMBER: What’s the one thing 
you can’t live without? Refine and deepen your relationship to it. 


CANCER (June 21-July 22): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Acquire a new personal symbol 
that thrills your mind and mobilizes your soul. AUGUST: Reconfigure the way you 
deal with money. Get smarter about your finances. SEPTEMBER: It’s time to 
expedite your learning. But streetwise education is more useful than formal 
education. Study the Book of Life. OCTOBER: Ask for more help than you 
normally do. Aggressively build your support. NOVEMBER: Creativity is your 
superpower. Reinvent any part of your life that needs a bolt of imaginative 
ingenuity. DECEMBER: Love and care for what you imagine to be your flaws and 
liabilities. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Here are your fortune cookie-style horoscopes 
® C for the months ahead. JULY: Transform something that’s semi-ugly into 
something that’s useful and winsome. AUGUST: Go to the top of the world and 
seek a big vision of who you must become. SEPTEMBER: Your instinct for 
worthy and constructive adventures is impeccable. Trust it. OCTOBER: Be alert 
for a new teacher with a capacity to teach you precisely what you need to learn. 
NOVEMBER: Your mind might not guide you perfectly, but your body and soul 
will. DECEMBER: Fresh hungers and budding fascinations should alert you to the 
fact that deep in the genius part of your soul, your master plan is changing. 


tm VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
* horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: I’d love to see you phase out 
wishy-washy wishes that keep you distracted from your burning, churning 
desires. AUGUST: A story that began years ago begins again. Be proactive 
about changing the themes you’d rather not repeat. SEPTEMBER: Get 
seriously and daringly creative about living in a more expansive world. 
OCTOBER: Acquire a new tool or skill that will enable you to carry out your 
mission more effectively. NOVEMBER: Unanticipated plot twists can help heal 
old dilemmas about intimacy. DECEMBER: Come up with savvy plans to 
eliminate bad stress and welcome good stress. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Say this every morning: “The 
less I have to prove and the fewer people I have to impress, the smarter I’ll be.” 
AUGUST: Escape an unnecessary limitation. Break an obsolete rule. Override a 
faded tradition. SEPTEMBER: What kind of “badness” might give your goodness 
more power? OCTOBER: You’re stronger and freer than you thought you were. 
Call on your untapped power. NOVEMBER: Narrowing your focus and paring 
down your options will serve you beautifully. DECEMBER: Replace what’s fake 
with the Real Thing. 


tn SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
11horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Stretch yourself. Freelance, 
moonlight, diversify, and expand. AUGUST: Having power over other people is 
less important than having power over yourself. Manage your passions like a 
wizardi SEPTEMBER: Ask the big question. And be ready to act expeditiously 
when you get the big answer. OCTOBER: I think you can arrange for the surge to 
arrive in manageable installments. Seriously. NOVEMBER: Dare to break barren 
customs and habits that are obstructing small miracles and cathartic 
breakthroughs. DECEMBER: Don’t wait around hoping to be given what you need. 
Instead, go after it. Create it yourself, if necessary. 

^ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
^ horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Can you infuse dark places with 
your intense light without dimming your intense light? YesI AUGUST: It’s time for 
an archetypal Sagittarian jaunt, quest, or pilgrimage. SEPTEMBER: The world 
around you needs your practical idealism. Be a role model who catalyzes good 
changes. OCTOBER: Seek out new allies and connections that can help you with 
your future goals. NOVEMBER: Be open to new and unexpected ideas so as to 
get the emotional healing you long for. DECEMBER: Shed old, worn-out self- 
images. Reinvent yourself. Get to know your depths better. 


rrr CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: You have an enhanced capacity 
to feel at peace with your body, to not wish it were different from what it 
naturally is. AUGUST: You can finally solve a riddle you’ve been tryingto solve for 
a longtime. SEPTEMBER: Make your imagination work and play twice as hard. 
Crack open seemingly closed possibilities. OCTOBER: Move up at least one rung 
on the ladder of success. NOVEMBER: Make yourself more receptive to 
blessings and help that you have overlooked or ignored. DECEMBER: You’ll learn 
most from what you leave behind-so leave behind as much as possible. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: I’ll cry one tear for you, then I’ll 
cheer. AUGUST: Plant seeds in places that hadn’t previously been on your radar. 
SEPTEMBER: You may seem to take a wrong turn, but it’ll take you where you 
need to go. OCTOBER: Open your mind and heart as wide as you can. Be 
receptive to the unexpected. NOVEMBER: I bet you’ll gain a new power, higher 
rank, or greater privilege. DECEMBER: Send out feelers to new arrivals who may 
be potential helpers. 


X PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Here are your fortune cookie-style 
horoscopes for the months ahead. JULY: Your creative powers are at a 
peak. Use them with flair. AUGUST: Wean yourself from pretend feelings and 
artificial motivations and inauthentic communications. SEPTEMBER: If you want 
to have greater impact and more influence, you can. Make it happeni OCTOBER: 
Love is weird but good. Trust the odd journey it takes you on. NOVEMBER: If you 
cultivate an appreciation for paradox, your paradoxical goals will succeed. 
DECEMBER: Set firm deadlines. Have fun disciplining yourself. 


freewillastrology@freewillastrology.com 

© Copyright 2019 Rob Brezsny 



wed : June 26 

7pm : kfai house party presents 

luke c alien 

9:30pm: lenz & frenz 
(certain members of 
pert near sandstone, farmhouse band, 
san souci quartet, row of ducks) 

thu : June 27 

9:30pm: dan (Israel) does dylan 
fri : June 28 

7pm: laura and sean’s 
movie and music trivia 
lOpm : Johannes & the secret life, 
tortuga! 

sat : June 29 

7pm : trivia mafia presents 

331 drinkin’ spelling bee 
lOpm: dreamboat (cd release), 
the twins of franklin 

sun : June 30 
3-5pm: rezo city 

resonator guitar player series 
featuring molly maher 

8pm : trivia mafia 

mon : July 1 

8pm : the roe family singers 
lOpm: dou^ otto and friends 
tue : July 2 

7-9pm : t.e.e. tuesday early evening 
9:30pm : 331 club and fair state brewing 
cooperative present: 

July conspiracy series 
featuring^ max graham and friends 

331 13th avenue northeast 
13th & university : ne mpls : www.331club.coni 
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AMSTERDAM 

BAR & HALL 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 26 

Private Event 

WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR 
A PRIVATE EVENT ON JUNE 26TH 

THURSDAY JUNE 27 

True Loves, Purple Funk 
Metropolis 

7PM DOOR •HALL STAGE 
$10 ADV/$12 DOS *18+ 

SATURDAY JUNE 29 

Laurel & the Love-In 

8:00PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

SUNDAY JUNE 30 

Trivia Mafia’s 
Brunch Trivia 

12PM •BAR •FREE 

SUNDAY JUNE 30 
LEO PRESENTS... 

In Search Of Solace 

5PM DOOR • HALL STAGE • $20 • 16+ 

TUESDAY JULY 2 

The Theater of Public Policy 

5:30PM DOORS • HALL STAGE 
ADV $12/DOS $15 •ALL AGES 

6 WEST STREET X ST. PAUL MN 
AMSTERDAM BARANDHALL.COM 
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BOSS WORDS 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


Across 

1 Screaming at the 
top of one’s lungs 

6 “Drop what you’re 
doing” letters 

10 Recent grads who 
might be future CEOs 

14 Milton who was 
banned from “SNL” 

15 Maker of the Z4 
and G7 phones 

16 “A-HuntingWeWillGo” 
composer Thomas 

17 House coverings 
made of stone 

19 Skater’s jump 

20 Prods on 

21 One likely to have 
shot down a US 
drone last week 

23 Polished off 

24 Brawny rivals 

28 Sporty Spice 

30 Pakistani president 
of the 1980s 

31 Bibliography information 

32 Scheduled to arrive 

35 Gospel singer Campbell 

37 Ten gallon hat wearer 

38 Does some cardio, say 

42 Philadelphia Union org. 

43 Envelope for Gmail, e.g. 

44 The “S” in “DOS,”: Abbr. 

45 What a captcha 
proves you are not 

47 With it 

49 Silicate used in capacitors 

53 It’s half on staff 

57 Kip: UK::_: USA 


58 Cool-headedness 

59 Delta figure? 

61 Ice chunk 

62 Trick or treat container? 

65 Beginning drawing class 

66 Grabbed 

67 Black Panther Bobby 

68 League: Abbr. 

69 Confessional fodder 

70 “_to us” 

Down 

1 FBI operation 
that inspired 
“American Hustle” 

2 Pertain (to) 

3 Big name in 
cold sore relief 

4 Countertenor 

5 Lively dances 

6 Israeli author of 
“Elsewhere, Perhaps” 

7 “...you were saying?” 

8 Anti-arson org. 

9 Set forth 

10 Where to spend kwacha 

11 She’s just not fair 

12 Greater or Lesser isles 

13 Speaks, loosely 

18 Red button on a 

smartphone camera 

22 It’ll have you going 
round in circles 

25 Hollywood 
blockbuster that 
had the working 
title “Planet Ice” 

26 Booty 

27 Booty 


29 Cracked copy of 
Photoshop 6.0 
holder, maybe 

33 QB nicknamed 
“The Golden Arm” 

34 Window-closing key 
36 Rejections 

38 They’re played for 
laughs during credits 

39 Openings in computers 

40 Salmon fish 

41 Belief 

42 Bride’s title 

46 (0,0) on a graph 

48 Ab strengthening exercises 

50 Having some drinks, say 

51 King of pop 

52 Tops 

54 Egg containers 

55 One for Merkel 

56 New and exciting 

60 Unoccupied 

61 Bleat it 

63 Ornamental fish 

64 Tiny charge carrier 

Last Week’s Answer 
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SAVAGE LOVE 


ALMOST 60% 


Tie Points 


OF OUR PATIENTS 

IDENTIFY AS 

LGBTQ 

FIND OUT WHY 



FamilyTree 

Clinic.org 


651-645-0478 


Dtiiie'5 CI«r5 & Xintinj 

Auto Repair • Collision Repair • Paint 
24 Hour Towing Available 


WINDOW 
TINTING 

from $60 and up 

&xt Tfte Oid^ Otie$ Tftere for ^ou 24/7 



520 E. Lake Street 
Minneapolis 



323 Maria Avenue N 
Saint Paul 


We Pay Top Dollar for Junk Cars, Any Condition. 
Best Price on used & new Tires 

Windshields | Upholstery | Make Car Keys | Auto Towing 
Roadside Assistance | Auto Repair | Lockout Services | Se Hahla Espahol 


612 - 282-1659 

www.dukescarsandtowing.com 

I GET A. 15% E)ISC0UNT when you mention this ad. \ 


Bondage builds connections 


’m a single gay gay in my late 30s. I’m 
quite introverted and a bit shy, yeti 
have a rich libido. I’ve always found 
the gay scene over¬ 
whelming, and my 
attempts at online dating 
were not very successful. 

I feel my quiet ways tend 
to put people ojf and I 
hardly ever get the chance 
to show my more playful 
or crazy sides, as it takes 
me a bit to feel comfort¬ 
able. When I was able to, 
my partners were usually 
pleasantly surprised and 
we could enjoy plenty of 
fun, but I can count these 
occasions on one hand. I 
feel most guys stop at my gentle disposi¬ 
tion and assume I must be a bit boring if 
not a prude altogether. Turns out I actu¬ 
ally have quite a few kinks—bondage being 
one ofthem—but I have hardly been able to 
explore them with a partner. Often those 
drawn to me haven’t really been sexually 
adventurous. By my looks I don’t really fit 
into any ofthe “tribes” that a lot of gay men 
identify with. Part ofme doesn’t care, but I 
find myself on the outside looking in when 
searching for a nice guy for a date or more. 
Would you have any kind of advice to crack 
this shell of mine open? 

ALWAYS LOOKED OVER, NEVER EMBRACED 


Next time you find yourself on the out¬ 
side looking in, ALONE, look around. That 
small scrum of guys who fit neatly into 
whatever gay tribe is dominating the bar/ 
pool/whatever is surrounded by a much 
larger group of guys who don’t fit neatly 
into any obvious tribe. And if those guys 
would look around, they’d see a whole lot of 
guys like them—guys who might be feeling 
a little awkward, guys who are attractive 
in perhaps less conventional ways, guys 
with hidden depths, etc.—guys like you. 

And didyou knowyou have amotherfuck- 
ing superpower that makes you a member 
of all gay tribes and your own unique tribe? 

‘"Bondage is the great unifier among kink- 
sters,” said Joshua Boyd, a gay bondage 
“enthusiast,” as they say, in his mid-30s who 
lives and ties in the Seattle area. “Bondage 
guys are from all walks of life, and they 
range from twinks to muscle guys to bears, 
cubs, jocks, and average Joes.” 

So just as you’ll find gay guys in every 
race, ethnic group, economic class, faith 
community, etc., bondage guys can be found 


in every gay tribe, and bondage guys make 
up their own tribe. 

“ALONE should put any search for along- 
term relationship on hold 
and look for more casual 
kinky fun,” said Boyd. 
“Recon (recon.com) has 
always been a good place 
for me to start conversa¬ 
tions. There are others 
who share his interests, 
and they are waiting to 
connect with him.” 

But you’re shy! Con¬ 
necting is hard! Boyd 
describes himself the 
same way, and not only is 
he married, he doesn’t lack 
for casual play partners. 

Tyger Yoshi also describes himself as shy 
and introverted—and I recently watched him 
do a bondage demo where he suspended 
a guy from the ceiling. 

“When I first started exploring my inter¬ 
est in bondage, I was lucky enough to be in 
a city where opportunities were plentiful, 
even for a shy person,” said Yoshi, who’s 
also in his mid-30s. “There were people 
who wanted to mentor me, but I struggled 
taking that first step of accepting help.” 

The kind of help Yoshi eventually 
accepted can be found at munches, i.e., 
casual meet-ups where kinky people social¬ 
ize and connect. And there are educational 
organizations that offer classes for people 
who wantto hone their bondage skills while 
learning about best practices. And if you 
wind up clicking with someone, that per¬ 
son isn’t going to assume you’re a prude. 
And unlike at gay bars, skills are just as 
important as looks at gay bondage events. 

“After you start making connections, find 
local fetish/kink events,” said Yoshi. “And 
as you start exploring more of your kink 
side, consider the possibility of separating 
kink and sex at first. Let people know that 
you are interested in bondage but haven’t 
tried much. An exploratory session is dif¬ 
ferent from a sex session.” 

So, ALONE, that thingyou’ve been hold¬ 
ing back until you get to know someone? 
Your interest in bondage? Lead with that. 
Get involved in the kink scene, work on 
your skill set, be friendly and open—be the 
nice guy—and you’ll meet lots of men you 
have something in common with. Trust 
me, your tribe is out there. 


mail@savagelove.net 

Follow Dan on Twitter: @fakedansavage 
ITMFA.org 
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, vXX OVOs for 

starting at $5-^ -- 

4114 Lakeland Ave N • Robbinsdale • 763.536.9932 

www.VideoUniversemn.com 


ciry PAGES 

S^te^Tecun 


ADD US 
ON social 
media 


IT 


)citypagesstreet 




DreamBrls 


1,000’S OF BEAUTIFUL GIRLS & 3 UGLY ONES' 


WITH YOUR CONCERT, 
EVENT, OR SPORTS 
TICKET STUB 
OF THE DAY! 


VALID ON DATES OF EVENT 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 


HOURS OF OPERATION 


12 North 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 339-2271 • WWW.DEJAVU.COM 
FaceBook.com/DreamgirlsMinneapolis 



GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 


KING-DIAM0NDS.COM 


THE PERFECT PLACE TO ENTERTAIN 
BUSINESS CLIENTS & FRIENDS! 


KOD FAMOUS PROGRESSIVE BEER SPECIAL 
$5 BOMB SHOTS 
SUMMER $1 BEER SATURDAYS 
DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 


OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY, 3:30PM-2:00AM 
6600 RIVER RD • INVER GROVE, MN • 55076 • 651 455 3886 


V. 


ACTIVE MILITARY AND 
VETS ALWAYS GET FREE 
COVER WITH MILITARY ID 


FREE ADMISSION 
COUPON THROUGH 
JULY20TH, 2019! 


ALWAYS FREE COVER FOR: 

Active Military, 

Airline/Airport Employee, 
or Same Day Sport/Concert Ticket 


EXPERIENCE 

DIAMOND VIP 
LOUNGE 


ENTERTAINERS-SEE WHY 
KOD IS THE BEST 
AUDITION TODAY! 


Auditions Mon-Fri 4pm-12am 


JUNE 26-JULY 2 , 2019 CITYPAGES.COM 29 

































612.235.6 

TOLL FREE 

1 877.839.mO 
nightexchange.com 

•18+ RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


CHOOSE FROM: 


BUSTY BLONDES, EBONY HOWES, 
HOT CO-EDS or OLDER LADIES! 


ONLY $10 PER CALL! 



MaMcz<^ 

LET MY HANDS ^ 

EASE & '. 
^PLEASE ■' ^ 


RED/r CARDS ACCEPTED 

612-963-a089 



Therapeutic Massage 


reduce pain & stress 

i-hour massage $6o-**** 

612-368-7910 • 2522 Horizon Drive 
Burnsvillei MN 55337 
blueskytherapeuticmassage.com 


Tri/ie RelaxaHon 

Massac} e 



It's a Wonderful 
Session! 


9am-9pm by 
Appointment Only 

7 Days a Week 

612.275.8727 



THURSDAY 
AMATEUR NIGHT 

$200 CASH PRIZE 

BEAUTIFUL, FRIENDLY GIRLS WANTED 
STARTING AT 9:30PM 

2 Nude Stages/Tableside Revue/Vip Area 
2 Bars/Full Kitchen 
Happy Hour Everyday 2pm-7pm 
Sonne of the Lowest Drink Prices in the Twin Cities! 

LARPENTEUR & RICE • ST. PAUL • 651-489-9200 



5 BEST NEW MASSEUSES 
Welcome You! 

Deep Tissue • Swedish 
Thai • Sport Massage 


Ban Sabai 

1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 
J 612 . 823.5333 



CENTER TO 

TVIN BIG! 


HAZ , 




Enter to win two tickets to 
HazelFest 2019. This year’s 
celebration has two stages and 
an incredible lineup featuring 
headliner, Jeremy Messersmith, 
along with Chris Kroeze, Kat 
Perkins, Jesse Larson, and Nich¬ 
olas David - all top-five finalists 
from The Voice! 


CITYPAGES.COM/ 

PROMOTIONS 


WHAT’S UP! 

WITH CITY PAGES! 



iiin 

• •: i* : • *•'. v. • *• .v 

v.'::;.-:.-,' V.' • 

City Pages is sponsoring'Rock 
The Garden this year and the 
Street Team will be onsite with 
our prize wheel, saying ‘hi,’ and 
enjoying the music. We’ll see 
you there! 


SATURDAY, JUNE 29 

SCULPTURE GARDEN 


A 


STREET ^ TWEETS 

@CITYPAGESSTREET 


307 

Rooms for Rent 


Minneapolis $170-190/wk 612-722-1029 
Emerson Ave N and Park Ave S 
Furnished, + Deposit, Utiis Pd. 


317 

Apartments for Rent 


Downtown Minneapolis 612-872-8758 

Classic Brownstone building, security, hardwood 
floors, 10' ceilings & fireplace. Skyline View. 

•1-H BR- $725 
•1BR-$750 


uptown MPLS $995 952-484-8883 

ALL UTILITIES PAID! NO app fees. Studio & 1 Bedroom 
available starting at $995 in 6 Unit Building, Great 
Neighborhood! Available July 1st! 


527 

Legal Notices 


6340 5/28/19 Parkwood 
Apartments 
CMC Suburban 
1CKFK16K5SJ767922 MD 
Z96497; 6298 5/25/19 Dodge 
Of Burnsville Dodge Durango 
1D4HB4D05F610614MO 
VB0L9T; 5025 5/8/19 Carver 
Ridge Chrysler 500 
2C3HE66C5XHZ61789 No 
Plates. Owners and Lien 
Holders have the right to 
reclaim vehicles under MN 
Statue #168b.07. Available for 
retrieval at Tysons Towing 
7077 Highway 13 W, Savage 
MN 55578 612-978-3705 


ON 10/31/18 VEHICLES 
164478J315384CHEVIMPALA 
2C154L114816 CHEVPU 
TOWED FROM 
2733 NEVADA AVE N NEW 
HOPE MN.55427 
CAN BE RETRIEVED AT 
PROFESSIONAL RECOVERY & 
COLLECTION SERVICES,INC 
2532 STRUNKS RD SHAKOPEE. 


810 

Health & Wellness General 


Take a star of David and 
seperate it into two 
triangles like an hourglass. 
One triangle a delta-wing 
fighter jet, and the other 
an arrowhead of native 
origin. Phantoms wore the 
Star of David during the 
Yom-Kippure war in isreal, 
Syrians flew the delta-wing 
mirage. These are the 
things you thing of when 
Kyou smoke hindu-kush 
often. Intersection of 
Stone Age and Space Age. 


Your One 
Day Ad Works 
All Week! 

CITB PAGES 

CLASSIFIEDS 

612.375.1015 



iGenuine SPA 

90-Minute 

Full Body Massage 
& Foot Treatment 

SPECIAL PRICE $ 68 * 
fReg. *135 - Limited Time Oniy! 

3406 University Ave. SE • Minneapoiis 
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Grown in the USA 
Locally processed 
in MN. 


Guaranteed 
low Prices! 


25% OFF 

House CBD 
Products 

Limit one coupon per customer 


30% OFF 

Select Smoking 
Accessories 

Limit one coupon per customer 


$14.99 

Crave 10OMI 
E-Juice 

Limit one coupon per customer 




Highest quality 
flowers on the 
market. 

Hand trimmed, 
never touches a 
machine. 


$2.00 OFF 

Any 16oz. Bag of Roll 
Your Own Tobacco 

Limit one coupon per customer 


BUYS 
GET 1 FREE 

Premium Cigars 

Limit one coupon per customer 


Home of the Largest Selection 
of Minnesota's Finest CBD Products. 

High Quality CBD Flowers^ 

CBD Cigarettes^ CBD Oils and more! 

CBD Experts on Site 

Highest Quality, Lab Tested CBD Flowers 
Pesticide and Mold Free 

Processed in an Approved Licensed Facility * 

Sourced from the Finest Organic Hemp Farms in the US 
Come Experience the Power of Holistic Healing! 


$5.00 OFF 

Any Roll of Chew 

Limit one coupon per customer 





SARAH’S TOBACCO HILLTOP 

SARAH’S TOBACCO BURNSVILLE 

VAPOUR 

825 45th Avenue NE 

2001 Cliff Road East, Suite 101 

5854 Blaine Avenue E 

Hilltop, MN 55421 

Burnsville, MN 55337 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

SARAH’S TOBACCO COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 

4329 Central Avenue NE 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

WE ACCEPT 

COMPETITOR’S COUPONS!! 

THE VAPOUR LOUNGE 

4501 Rib Mountain Drive 

Wausau, Wl 54401 
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AMAZING MASSAGE 

FREE TABLE SHOWER 

7035 WAYZATA BLVD #ioo, ST LOUIS PARK • 952-855-7971 



GET 30% MORE 

IF ^OU CHOOSE m-STORE CREDIT i 
WE TRmL FOR WRGE C0LLECTI0I1S 



THE 
EEEaDIC 

btus 


2000 4th Ave. S., Mpis ■ 612.870.9300 ■ usedbuys@electricfetus.conn 


HandsOn Twin Cities! 

Make change happen. Thousands of volunteer opportunities are 
available in the Twin Cities for adults and youth, groups and 
families. For these and other opportunities visit the HandsOn 
Twin Cities website at www.handsontwincities.org, 612-379-4900 
or info@handsontwincities.org 

Fun Themed Food Packing Sessions 

Celebrate summer by doing something good! Volunteer at Feed 
My Starving Children during our Family Fun Week, July 22-27. 
Themed packing sessions all week, door prizes, and giveaways all 
week! Pack every day and you'll be eligible for a grand prize! 2 
hour shifts from 9:50am-9;30pm. Minimum age 5 years. 
https://www.fmsc.org/ 

Receptionist volunteer 

Receptionist Volunteers greet customers at NorthPoint Health 
and Wellness Center in north Minneapolis. Be the first contact, 
take on a variety of projects and tasks. Proficient in Microsoft 
Office. M-F mornings or afternoons. One day a week for three 
months. 

https://www.northpointhealth.org/ 

Medical Reserve Corps 

The Medical Reserve Corps of Ramsey County brings together 
local health professionals and other volunteers to help the 
Ramsey County community prepare for and respond to public 
health emergencies. They aim to have volunteers ready to assist 
medical response professionals during 
large-scale emergencies that threaten local public health. 
https://www.ramseycounty.us/ 

Blankets for Kids 

Community Action Partnership of Ramsey & Washington 
Counties serves nearly 1,500 Head Start children yearly. Seeking 
groups to hold a blanket collection drive (new or gently used). 
http://www.caprw.org/ 

Monthly Movie Night 

Fraser serves adults with special needs. Come to one of the 
independent living apartment buildings to volunteer for Movie 
Night. Act as host and interact with residents before and after 
the movie. Must be at least 18. 
https://www.fraser.org/ 


Caffrey’s Deli & Subs 
is Looking for DELIVERY DRIVERS! 

Local, Independently owned and operated sandwich shop in 
Uptown (Lake & Lyndale), is looking for delivery drivers for 
the following: 

**Late night hours (until 4am), weeknights and weekends. 

**weekend days and evenings 

**Lunch delivery, including large orders and catering. 

All applicants must have a reliable vehicle with insurance. 

Applicants for daytime hours must be punctual, hard 
working, and have the ability to engage with professional 
catering clients. 

Apply in person with resume or fill out an application at 
3008 Lyndale Ave South, Mpis, MN 55408. 



GETTING A DIVORCE? 

FAMILY LAW THAT RESPECTS THE FAMILY! 
Call R. Leigh Frost, Attorney 651 . 222 . 
0672 • www.rleighfrostlaw.com 


!! TICKET KING !! ALL EVENTS a BUY/SELL ★ Conceits 
Sports - Theater ★ 65l-436-ll20ticketkingonline.com 


Adults Only - All Lifestyles welcome 

Clothing Optional Campground, North of the Metro 
Visit 2creeks.com 



- 

5 Best New Masseuses 
Welceme Yeu! 

Deep Tissue 
Swedish • Thai 
Sport Massage 

NOWHIRING! 

612.823.5333 


Ban Sabai 

1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 


Hopefully these ads have 
left you smiling and 
satisfied. 

For more fun go to 
www.mplscitysc.com. ^ 


o 

800-LAWYERS 

INJURY • BANKRUPTCY 
DIVORCE • DWI 

ATTN WOMEN 21-33 

Earn $6,000 for your first time 
donation. For more info 
on becoming an egg donor 
call 612-863-5390 or apply Wjgy 

onlineativfmn.com. 


$$$$ WILL BUY 
YOUR CAR $$$$ 

Dead or Alive. Cash today! free towing! 612 978 9995 


Oriental Touch V #i Exotic Thai!! ^gecl Affordable losuraiice? 

BEST IN UPTOWN! Affordable Car, Home, life, or Renters 

612 - 823-5333 insurance? Call John d) 651-777-6898 



St Paul 

TlSnellingn 
681-644-8981 

1. Cash for Your Music 
8. Hooky HipHop, R&B, Jazz, C8rW 


Blaine 

170 89th NE 
763-874-2308 


Minneapolis 

2600 NicoUet 
612-827-8238 


Asphalt & 
Blacktop Repair 

Available now! Call for asphalt, blacktop, parking lot & 
pothole repair. 612-707-4070. 


WANTED: 

ALL VEHICLES!! 

CASH PAID! •612-267-9906 


★ PERSONAL INJURY LAW ★ 

Products Liability, Toxic Torts, 
and Car Accidents 
Call 612-272-2171 for more info. 

^ FREE Consultation ^ 

^ NO Fee if NO Recovery m 
Randall F PI I f # randallfirm.com 


TOP CASH 
FOR JUNKERS 

612.282.1659 ^ Duke’S Cars & Towing 


$$$WANTED$$$ 
$$$DIABETIC TEST-STRIPS $$$ 


WE PAY CA$H & PICKUP • 651.366.7892 


IT ALL STARTS WITH A SEED! 

EcoGarden Supply • Blocks from 1-94 & 280 
800 Transfer Rd. Suite 3, Dock 8, St. Paul 

www.EcoGardenSupply.com • 651-647-1896 


ALWAYS BUYING MUSIC! 

LPs & 45s • CDs • 8-TRACKS • CASSETTES • STEREO EQUIPMENT 





WANT TO EARNYO% MORE 
ON YOUR SALE? 

Just bring in this ad! 



HOURS MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 11-5 
908 MAINSTREET • HOPKINS, MN • 952-452-9933 



2645 Louisiana Ave S • St. Louis Park 

7 days a week • 9am to 9pm 
952-999-3451 
www.hotstoneslp.com 


PROFILE MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsal space in dynamic & upscale Mpis location 
(5 biks east of U of M). Designed for both national touring 
acts & local bands. Current & past clients include platinum 
selling & Grammy winning artists. All amenities provided inci: 

concert hall w/pro sound & lighting, 24 hr access, DSL, 
security cameras, on-site mgmt w/staff on premises 24/7, 
prkg, street level, skylights, top quality recording studio, 
guitar & equip, repair, in-house entertainment attorney. 
Dally/hourly rates avail. Competitive rent from 
$195/mo. 

(612) 331-5000 • www.profilemusic.com 
info(i)profilemusic.com 


Concert Sound System For Sale 

JBL, Allen & Heath, Crown Amps. Tour Ready! 
$2,850. Call 763-786-8535 or email 
llntonent(i)aol.com for details. 


No prescription needed 
Fast, reliable, free delivery. 

ONLY $10 EACH lOOMG 

mnnaturalmale(i)gmail.com - 612-210-8256 - Jay 


NOW HIRING: Massage Therapist 

for Uptown Spa Flexible Schedules 
Apply in person at 

_1704 West Lake St. Mpis 55408 


CASH PAID FOR 
JUNKERS & 
REPAIRABLES! 

FREE TOW • Same Day Service 

h: 612 - 781-1804 c: 763 - 445-0224 


WE BUY USED CDs, DVDs & LPs! 
PAY CASH, NO HASSLE! 

We’ve been buying & selling music since 1972! We 
are the ORIGINAL record store! Buying used IP’s & 
45’s. 60s, 70s & 80s a Rock N’ Roll records preferred. 
Golden Valley: 763-544-0033 Down In Tbe Valley 
A part of your culture since 1972 downinthevalley.com 


INSURANCE SUCKS! 

DWIs©! High Rates®! 
Suspended Licenses 


ONE THING THAT DOESN’T 
SUCK IS OUR RATES. 





Call the pros at 
PROKOP INSURANCE 
612-333-PROS (7767) 
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